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Message from Paul Farrow
Chairman of the Trees Committee of
The Birmingham Civic Society
I am delighted to present Birmingham Trees for
Life’s report on the fifth year of its activities. I have
enjoyed taking over the role from Rob Blyth, my
predecessor – a difficult act to follow! This planting
season saw 144 large trees, 4890 saplings and 40
fruit trees planted at 20 sites. Over the five year
period we have planted nearly 15,000 trees on
almost 100 sites – a magnificent addition to
Birmingham’s green canopies.
This has only been possible due to the support of Birmingham City Council
and once again thanks are due to Councillor Mullaney, who as the Cabinet
Member responsible for Leisure, Sport and Culture, has been instrumental in
ensuring that financial support continues. Our thanks also to other
Councillors and the Leader of the Council too, who attended a number of
the 21 plantings held during this year. My gratitude also goes to the members
of my Trees Committee who have given up their spare time voluntarily to
promote our programme and get muddy tree planting.
To mark the planting of our 10,000th tree a special planting event was held
in Chinn Brook Meadows in the Billesley Ward of Councillor Len Gregory
and his wife, who attended officially as the Lord and Lady Mayoress of
Birmingham. We are grateful for their enthusiastic support, involvement and
interest in the organisation throughout their year in office and hope this
connection will continue in the future; Cllr Gregory was influential in the
setting up of BTFL.
In July 2010 a reception was held at the Midlands Arts Centre, at which ‘A
Tree Walk in Cannon Hill Park’ was launched; we hope this is the first in a
series of booklets to promote the importance of the City’s mature trees.This
was only possible with the generous support of Calthorpe Estates. Grateful
thanks are also due to them for their sponsorship which enabled every child
who planted trees this year to take away with them a popular ‘goodie bag’
containing a tree identification guide and activity sheets about trees.
Our programme of school involvement was a great success with 17 schools
and 282 schoolchildren taking part in our events. Our Schools Liaison Officer
was funded by the generous sponsorship of RWE npower and we gratefully
acknowledge their support.
The rest of this report provides you with more detail about the past year,
which we believe displays continuing success in meeting the organisation’s
objectives, an increasing momentum in involvement and a growing awareness
of the importance of trees in the community and of the benefits and pleasure
which they provide to all.We look forward to an exciting year next year with
new areas of work planned. Our involvement in the Government’s “Big Tree
Plant” programme will boost the growing awareness of the importance of
maintaining a balance with nature, now and for future generations.

Paul Farrow, Chairman
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‘Birmingham Trees for Life’ is a project
devoted to promoting awareness and
understanding throughout the City of
the value and importance of trees.
Our objectives are:
• To plant more trees in Birmingham.
• To involve the City’s business
community.
• To involve local communities and
school children.
• To raise awareness of the
importance of trees.
• To raise money to increase tree
planting.

BTFL is a partnership between The
Birmingham
Civic
Society
and
Birmingham City Council, formed in July
2006. By working in partnership, the two
organisations have access to both the
land and resources to plant and maintain
trees and woodland in Birmingham’s
parks and open spaces.

Contents

The City Council contributes a sum of
money annually to the project, which
pays for most of the new trees.The Civic
Society, as a Registered Charity, works to
secure sponsorship from companies and
individuals to plant more trees and
develop new projects with local schools
and communities.
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Report by Sue Griffith
Project Manager

Birmingham Trees for Life is managed by the Trees
Committee which reports after every meeting to the
Board of The Birmingham Civic Society, which is
chaired by David Clarke. The Committee comprises
two Trustees of the Civic Society, several volunteers
with extensive experience in managing parks, gardens
and tree planting and three freelance, very part time
(one day a week each) paid staff who manage the
project. In addition, arboricultural advice is given by an
officer of the City Council and financial advice by the
Treasurer of the Civic Society.
BTFL concentrates on tree planting in public parks; they are managed by the
Council’s Constituency Parks Managers and the Ranger Service and therefore
we could not have achieved our programme without their continuing support
and enthusiasm, for which we sincerely thank them. They contribute a great
deal to BTFL. My job as Project Manager has been made much easier by the
ever cheerful and committed support of Jane Harding and Jane Edwards.

Geoff Cole

Rob Blyth

This year has seen a significant development of BTFL in terms of its
partnerships, its membership of networks and its profile locally and nationally.
Our funding sources are diversifying and we are looking forward to taking part
in the Government’s new campaign the “Big Tree Plant”. Towards the end of
the year we were successful in attracting some additional very skilled
members to the Trees Committee and we are anticipating some new
programmes to achieve our objectives. BTFL is becoming more well known
in Birmingham and nationally as an innovative partnership project. At a time
when the Big Society has an increasing profile, we are well placed to bring
benefits to our local residents.

Trees Committee
Viv Astling

Rupert Johnson

In addition to the Chairman and the Project Manager, the Committee
includes the following Members:
Geoff Cole
formerly Assistant Director, Parks, Sports & Events at Birmingham City
Council
Rob Blyth
Trustee of the Birmingham Civic Society
Viv Astling
formerly Chairman of the National Forest Company and Chairman of BIA
Consultative Committee

James Wheeler

Jane Harding

Rupert Johnson
Birmingham Open Spaces Forum (BOSF)
James Wheeler
Chief Executive, Birmingham Botanical Gardens
Jane Harding
Project Support
Jane Edwards
Schools and Community Liaison Officer

Jane Edwards

www.btfl.org.uk
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Summary of
Achievements
Objectives

Progress in 2010/11

Raising Awareness of
the Importance of
Trees in Birmingham.

In July 2010 a reception was held at the
Midlands Arts Centre, at which ‘A Tree Walk
in Cannon Hill Park’ was launched. Teachers
information packs and children’s tree ‘goodie
bags’ are very popular. Partnership working
has been developed with Birmingham’s new
Trees and Design Action Group (TDAG),
with West Midlands Woodland & Forestry
Forum, the Forestry Commission, the
Woodland Trust and the Tree Council.

Tree Planting

We planted 144 large standard trees, 4890
smaller saplings/whips and feathers and 40
fruit trees. Our planting was spread over 20
sites in the city.

Involving Businesses

We received sponsorship from 5 Bronze
sponsors and 1 Silver Sponsor (see page 20).
We used the funding from RWE npower to
continue the work of our Schools and
Community Liaison Officer.

Involving
Schoolchildren

Our plantings involved 282 children and
events were organised with 17 different
schools facilitated by our Schools and
Community Liaison Officer (see page 9).

Involving local
communities

The Friends of Parks and local residents were
involved in 13 events. City Councillors - 18
took part in 12 events. Planting took place in
all of the 10 Constituencies in the City (see
page 14).

‘Plant a Tree for Life’
tree sponsorship

We received applications from 51 individuals
to sponsor 64 trees. At the hands-on planting
around 40 people came to plant their trees,
including friends and families. (See page 12)

Publicity

Sponsorship forms can be downloaded from
our website www.btfl.org.uk. Sponsorship
leaflets are available for both Businesses and
Individuals. The local press has featured BTFL
several times including the planting of our
10,000thtree by the Lord Mayor and the
Chairman of the Civic Society.

www.btfl.org.uk
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The Importance of Trees
One of BTFL’s key objectives is to promote the importance of trees.Trees in
towns can improve health and well-being, moderate the local impact of
climate change, boost wildlife and reinforce the distinctive character of a
locality. We are proud of our tree planting programme, but we are also keen
to find ways of advertising the value of trees and working with other
organisations who share our aims and objectives.
We continued our partnership working with local businesses and schools in
2010/11, however we developed new links at local and regional level. We
became members of Birmingham’s new Trees and Design Action Group
(TDAG), which brings together public and private organisations to facilitate
information exchange and joined up thinking concerning urban trees.We also
joined the West Midlands Woodland and Forestry Forum which aims to
provide a unified voice to champion trees, woodlands and forestry in the
West Midlands.We became members of the Tree Council and received some
trees through the Woodland Trust’s tree planting programme. The national
organisation that co-ordinates Civic Societies, “Civic Voice” recognised the
innovative work of The Birmingham Civic Society and features our planting
events on its website.
To stimulate the appreciation of trees in our parks, we produced in July 2010
the first of what we hope to be a series of Tree Walk leaflets, for Cannon Hill
Park. Richly illustrated with photographs, the booklet helps identify the
magnificent mature trees in the historic park.To encourage our young people,
we prepared ‘goodie bags’ to give away to each child involved in tree planting
which contained a tree identification chart, published by the Field Studies
Council and activity sheets. The accompanying teachers’ pack was very
popular with teachers.
We received a tremendous boost in December 2010 when we received
financial support from Birmingham Voluntary Services Council through their
Sustaining Environmental Action Fund to develop the organisation and
especially to carry out work to secure new sources of funding. We have
started work on developing better links with the community and with
businesses and this will bear fruit next year. We are also working on some
new project areas and funding sources.
During 2010/11, our aim of promoting the importance of trees was given
further encouragement as tree planting became more of a national priority.
The change of government brought a new campaign to highlight the
environmental benefits of trees and a new programme to enable more to be
planted in urban areas. The Government’s Big Tree Plant Campaign was
launched in December 2010 during an unusually cold and snowy National
Tree Week! The campaign brings together organisations such as The Tree
Council, Woodland Trust and Community Forests, working with Defra and
the Forestry Commission.The campaign is supported by grant funding of £1
million per year for four years; BTFL has been successful in bidding for funds
and looks forward to taking part in the national campaign next season.

www.btfl.org.uk
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Tree Planting
In 2010/11, BTFL’s planting projects took place at 20 sites around the city.We
planted 39 different types of trees (see page 13). Of the smaller saplings or
whips, the most frequently planted was oak followed by alder and birch.The
varied projects included specimen trees in the city’s premier parks, re-planting
avenues where trees have been affected by disease and creating new
woodlands. Examples include:
Lining a new National Cycle Network Route with very large trees at Pype
Hayes;
Formal planting of specimen trees in Kings Heath, Grove and Queens
Parks including a handkerchief tree and an Indian bean tree;
Formal planting of especially attractive trees in a small inner city pocket
park at New Spring Street North including a liquidambar tree;
Replacing trees lost in Ward End Park, Edgbaston Reservoir and Kings
Heath Park including oaks, silver birch, a pin oak and a copper beech;
Improving avenues of existing trees by replacing lost trees at Hawkesley
Community Centre and Queens Park with small leaved limes;
Creating new natural woodland areas and enhancing existing habitats in
the semi-rural environments of the City’s Country Parks including Shire,
Woodgate and Sheldon with indigenous species;
Extending a local nature reserve by planting native species in open ground
adjacent to the established woodland at Bromwich Wood;
Introducing unusual species into particular habitats, such as black poplar in
the damp area of Ward End Park;
Planting new woodlands in otherwise relatively bare parks at Perry Hall
Playing Fields and Witton Lakes;
Creating a foraging orchard at Hazelwell and a community orchard at
Park House Sutton;
Enabling local residents to plant large oak trees In Memory of loved ones
at Sutton Park.
In total we planted 144 large standard trees (about 10-15 feet high), 20
‘feathers’ (young trees, about 6-8ft tall), 4880 ‘whips’ (young saplings) and 40
fruit trees.
The standard trees make an immediate impact, often used where mature
trees have been lost to disease. This year we have be able to plant some
more unusual specimen trees in our formal parks. Across all the sites the
standard trees most often planted were native oaks, followed by alders and
small leaved limes.
The saplings are more suitable for country parks and hedge planting – they
can be planted in large numbers as they are available at much lower cost. We
always use native species such as field maple, hazel, oak, hawthorn and silver
birch. Saplings are particularly suitable for planting by young children, as only
a small amount of digging is required – where necessary we prepare the
ground to make this easier.

www.btfl.org.uk
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Community
Orchards
Fruit trees and orchards are growing in popularity, not only because people
enjoy growing and eating their own fresh produce, but also to conserve our
heritage and create rich areas for wildlife, especially threatened bees.
BTFL first celebrated the importance of orchards in Birmingham back in
2006, when we helped the Friends of Cotteridge Park create a community
orchard next to the park. The group had campaigned to buy the rough
ground, clear it and plant an orchard for local residents and schoolchildren to
enjoy. In the autumn of that year, we held an Apple Day on the site with a
display of over 200 varieties of apples to taste and the first apple trees were
planted. The following spring the remaining trees were planted and now an
orchard of over 20 trees provides fruit for the local community.
This apple display, provided by nurseryman Nick Dunn of Tenbury Wells,
Worcestershire, proved so popular that we joined forces with The
Birmingham Botanical Gardens and organised two more Apple Days in the
autumn of 2007 and 2008.
We realised that the conservation of traditional orchards is very important
too and we started a long term project to help the Committee of the
Edgbaston Guinea Gardens manage their amazing collection of old apple
trees within the heritage allotment site, located only two miles from the City
Centre. The first Guinea Garden allotments were laid out around 1850 and
the Edwardian diary of a plot holder lists some the many apple trees
cultivated at that time. In 2007, BTFL and the Committee started to work
with an authority on traditional orchards, to identify the varieties of apple
trees. In September 2010 we sent another selection of fruits for identification,
bringing the total number of known varieties to over 60, including some rare
old ones such as Calville Blanc d’Hiver and Golden Spire.To help restore the
old trees, BTFL funded a course to ensure the old trees could be pruned
properly to extend their life. Where they are too old, new trees are being
created by plotholders by grafting or budding onto new root stocks, thus
preserving the traditional trees.
In 2008, BTFL worked in partnership with the Guinea Gardens Committee
to clear a disused plot and create a new orchard. This, together with the
school garden which shares the plot, won an award in 2009 for the best new
allotment plot in Birmingham.
The benefits of apple trees to allotment holders was spread further around
the city in 2009 when we gave some apple trees to the Birmingham &
District Allotment Association for their members.
In March 2011 the old orchard in the walled garden at the rear of Park House
in Sutton Park was restored by Friends of Sutton Park, including the local bee
keepers.The undergrowth was cleared from the old trees and sites prepared
for new trees. BTFL funded 28 new apple trees, mostly varieties local to
Staffordshire and Worcestershire.The Park Rangers will be working with local
school children to look after them and harvest the fruit.
At Hazelwell Park, the Friends of the park wanted a foraging woodland rather
than an orchard, so hazel nut trees were planted in March 2011 in a clearing
in the woodland and apple, pear, cherry and plum trees were planted in the
natural hedgerows.
www.btfl.org.uk
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Involving School
Children
One of BTFL’s most important objectives is to encourage children to
understand the importance of trees by enabling hands on planting, supported
by information.The schools that we worked with are listed on page 21.
Our major events this year started in March 2011 as heavy snow prevented
any planting in National Tree Week at the beginning of December 2010 - our
event at Witton Lakes, planned to coincide with the launch of the
Government’s “Big Tree Plant”, sadly had to be cancelled. March was
unseasonably sunny which made the events easier and more enjoyable for
the smaller children. Some of the schools involved had worked with us
before, but for most schools it was their first experience. Many of the pupils
had never held a spade before or planted anything in the soil, but they threw
themselves into every event with 100% effort and enthusiasm. By the end of
March we had held 10 major events involving 17 schools and 282 children. In
addition there were two events where children came with their parents or
as part of a Scout group, making a total of 310 children.
One of the most memorable events was at Ward End Park where pupils of
Saltley School charmed the group of Friends who were also helping to plant
the three silver birches, two alders and two black poplars. Normally this
group of 14 year olds would never have met ‘The Friends’ but they worked
well alongside each other. An appearance on the lake by the local heron
caused great excitement as most of the pupils had never seen one before.
The very lively youngsters from Brookfields Primary School managed to
make planting at the New Spring Street site seem ‘cool’ and showed so much
enthusiasm that they stayed to help the Rangers clear the site up afterwards!
This inner city renewal area site offered a special challenge to the Rangers
digging the holes, as it had once been the site of Victorian red brick back-tobacks and they found themselves digging through old brickwork and rubble.
Conversely, the site at Bromwich Wood was right of the very south western
edge of the City; a housing area where inner city residents were rehoused
following urban renewal in the 1970s. Here older students from King Edwards
Five Ways School next to the site worked really hard to plant over 500 whips
alongside the younger pupils from Kitwell Primary School. Parks Department
Apprentices played their part in the hole digging on this large but beautiful
site as the hard ground made it difficult for the younger pupils to start their
planting.
Senior pupils from Cockshutt Hill took the younger children from Our Lady
of Lourdes under their wings to help dig the holes for over 500 whips at
Chinn Brook Meadows. Cockshutt Hill have helped at several of our plantings;
they have never let us down and were pleased to be involved in this event
where Councillor Len Gregory, the Lord Mayor, planted our 10,000th tree.
Finally, we would like to mention the pupils of Wilson Stuart School. Despite
their difficulties they are always enthusiastic and an inspiration to us all.This is
the second time they have helped us plant and this year we were pleased to
welcome some of their older pupils on to the Witton Lakes site.

www.btfl.org.uk
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Involving
Businesses
BTFL continues to encourage local businesses to participate in tree planting,
both as part of their Corporate Social Responsibility programme and as a
team building exercise which is fun and away from the run of the mill officebased activity.
The following levels of sponsorship are available:
Bronze: Donations of up to £1,000
This modest level of sponsorship enables companies to contribute to the
planting of a new Community Woodland, including one standard tree and
about a dozen whips or saplings, for each £250 of sponsorship. This level
offers opportunities for team building and PR, with photographs, lunch and
a commemorative plaque – it is a great way to get staff to work together
to contribute to the local environment.
Silver: £1,000 to £1,999
Our Silver sponsors can chose their own project, such as the planting of
trees in a specific local area, perhaps to celebrate a company milestone or
achievement. Alternatively businesses can support the publication of a Tree
Walk which is a guide to trees in a park which promotes awareness of the
importance of trees.
Gold: £2,000 to £4,999
Gold sponsors can select a specific idea that they would like to champion,
such as the creation of a small woodland in a chosen locality or an
environmental project working with a local school or community. Those
interested in promoting the ability of children to take part in planting can
support our School Liaison work or sponsor materials for schools.
Platinum: £5,000 or more
This enables BTFL to work with the Platinum sponsor to develop a
bespoke project proposal which can be tailored to the company’s own
Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) objectives.
In the 2010-11 planting season we were delighted to receive support from
five local businesses who sponsored a ‘Tree for Life’ and came along to plant
at our Corporate Sponsors’ planting event in March 2011 – over 35 people
attended the event at Woodgate Valley Country Park. Eversheds and Arcadis
generously sponsored two tree packages each, and Waitrose Harborne, Mills
and Reeve and Hortons’ Estate also joined us; Mills and Reeve for the second
time and Hortons’ for the third.
Corporate Members of The Birmingham Civic Society were invited to a
Summer Reception at the newly opened Midland Arts Centre in July 2010 to
launch the Tree Walk leaflet for Cannon Hill Park – a new publication
sponsored by Silver sponsor Calthorpe Estates, which encourages visitors to
look at the magnificent trees whilst walking around the park. Guests were
taken on a guided ‘Tree Walk’ around the park, led by BTFL staff and Park
Rangers. We hope to be able to produce guides for more parks in the City
as this first one has been in great demand.
The second year of the post of Schools and Community Liaison Officer was
funded from the previous year’s donation from Platinum sponsor RWE
npower. New this year were ‘goodie bags’ full of tree information – one for
each child who took part in planting and teachers’ packs.We thank Calthorpe
Estates for funding these, as they have been very popular.
www.btfl.org.uk
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Involving Local
Communities
Many of the parks and open spaces in Birmingham have Friends Groups who
do a great job in helping to look after the park. Friends are drawn from the
immediate local community and they are supported by Birmingham Open
Spaces Forum (BOSF), an umbrella group and by the City Council. It is an
objective of both BOSF and the Council to increase the number of parks that
have Friends Groups. Friends Groups were involved in many of the events
and local residents also took part at other sites. In some cases the Friends
played a major role at the event such as at Ward End Park and Edgbaston
Reservoir. At Selly Oak Park we added tree planting to an already packed
event organised by the Friends to celebrate the history of the park and
launch their nature/art trail. At Hazelwell Park the idea of the foraging
orchard was suggested by Friends. At Park House Orchard the Friends of
Sutton Park and the local bee keepers not only planted the apple trees, but
helped to clear the old orchard.
City Council elected representatives took part in planting at 12 of the events,
18 Members being involved in total.
Our 20 sites were spread around the City with all 10 Constituencies having
at least one project as follows:
Edgbaston: Bromwich Wood, Woodgate Valley Country Park, Grove Park,
Queens Park
Erdington: Witton Lakes, Farnborough Fields, Rookery Park, Pype Hayes Park
Hall Green: Kings Heath Park
Hodge Hill: Ward End Park
Ladywood: Edgbaston Reservoir, New Spring Street North
Northfield: Hawkesley Community Centre
Perry Barr: Perry Hall Playing Fields
Selly Oak: Chinn Brook Meadows, Hazelwell Park, Selly Oak Park
Sutton Coldfield: Sutton Park, Park House Orchard
Yardley: Sheldon Country Park
We invited the press to the key events and were pleased when they attended
the main business sponsors’ planting event at Woodgate Valley, which resulted
in photographs in the Birmingham Post.The planting of our 10,000th tree at
Chinn Brook Meadows by the Lord Mayor and the Chairman of The
Birmingham Civic Society was featured in the Birmingham Post and in The
Evening Mail.
Reports of each event are posted on our website together with a link to
photographs of the day’s activities, so that everyone taking part has the
opportunity to download pictures of themselves with friends, families,
colleagues and schoolmates.
Following funding from Birmingham Voluntary Services Council we are
currently building up our contacts with Friends Groups and other residents
organisations who might be interested in taking part in tree planting to
improve their local environment.

www.btfl.org.uk
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Plant a
Tree for Life
One of BTFL’s main objectives is to involve as many people as possible in
planting trees in the city. Our ‘Plant a Tree for Life’ scheme enables local
people to sponsor a tree and plant it themselves. One of the main benefits
of sponsoring a tree with BTFL is that people can plant the tree in their own
city, in a public park that they can visit at any time in the future and watch
their trees grow.
On Saturday 5th March, over 40 people also came along to Woodgate Valley
to plant their sponsored trees and more saplings. We were pleased to be
joined by the Lord Mayor’s Deputy Cllr. Alden, who planted several trees
himself. Altogether 20 ‘feathers’ (trees about 6ft tall) of oak, rowan, and silver
birch, were planted, along with 50 saplings. Children and adults from one to
over 80 all had a go at digging. Many of the trees were sponsored In Memory
of a loved one, and we were so pleased to be able to offer an opportunity
to families to remember and honour their relatives in such a positive way.
As ever, BTFL is indebted to the Woodgate Valley Ranger Team and the
Council’s Woodland Management Team for their invaluable support in helping
to organise the event and plant the trees. Thanks also go to the local Scout
group who planted trees for those who had sponsored, but were unable to
attend the event.
Trees can be sponsored to celebrate births, engagements, marriages and
birthdays and many were planted in memory of a loved one. Family
members of all ages were able to take part – help was on hand for those
who needed it and everyone told us how much they had enjoyed being able
to choose and plant their own tree. We had a selection of different types
of tree available, including oaks and Scot’s pine, rowan and silver birch – our
participants particularly appreciated being able to plant a tree of their choice.
Tree sponsorship for individuals costs just £25. A personalised certificate and
letter is sent to the sponsor and the recipient of the gift (where appropriate)
on receipt of the donation. Nearer the time of the planting event, invitations
are sent out. If anyone is unable to come and plant their own tree, we can
plant it for them, but we hope that as many as possible will plant their tree
themselves. We have now had four annual planting events for ‘community’
sponsors and at each one we have seen how much pleasure is gained from
a morning outside mucking in, getting muddy and planting your ‘own’ tree.

www.btfl.org.uk
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“I think that the most important aspect of
the day was the realization that our planet
is using our natural resources at a
terrifying rate and that communities with
the support of BTFL can help make a
difference to our local environments and
in part restore our flora and fauna.”
(Corporate Sponsor)

English Oak
Pin Oak, Turkey Oak
Holm Oak, Beech
Copper Beech, Ash
Alder, Hawthorn Pauls Scarlet,
Hawthorn White Flowered

Plum, Pear

“Raising money for BTFL enabled our
Birmingham team to do great things! To
celebrate our partnership ‘Shelter with
UN Habitat’ we marked UN World
Habitat Day in October by raising £500
with internal fundraising and found
BTFL a perfect fit for last year's theme
of ‘Better Cities, Better Life’.”

Edible Cherry, Flowering Cherry

(Corporate Sponsor)

Rowan
Hazel
Hornbeam, Black Poplar
Silver Birch, Scots Pine, Apple

Liquidambar
"It was interesting finding out about the
names of trees" "We would definitely
like to do it again!"
“We feel that the children benefitted
enormously - from the pure science of
learning practically about tree roots,
leaves & conditions for growth, to the
team building skills of digging & planting
together.”
(School Teacher)

Norway Maple
Red Horse Chestnut
Sweet Chestnut
Indian Bean Tree
Handkerchief Tree
White Mulberry
Foxglove Tree
Small Leaved Lime
Purple Leaved Cherry

“The children seemed to really
appreciate the environment in a
different way following the activity,
showing a higher awareness of the
importance of encouraging their friends
to also look after their local
environment e.g. not writing graffiti on
trees, breaking branches.”
(School Teacher)

Aspen
Grey Poplar
Goat Willow
Crack Willow
Blackthorn
White Willow
Field Maple
Guelder Rose

www.btfl.org.uk
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Our Planting
Sites
Sites
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20

Bromwich Wood
Woodgate Valley
Grove Park
Queens Park
Witton Lakes
Farnborough Fields
Rookery Park
Pype Hayes Park
Kings Heath Park
Ward End Park
Edgbaston Reservoir
New Spring Street North
Hawkesley Community Centre
Perry Hall Playing Fields
Chinn Brook Meadows
Hazelwell Park
Selly Oak Park
Sutton Park Memorial Oaks
Park House Orchard
Sheldon Country Park

Sutton Four Oaks

18

Sutton Trinity

19

SUTTON COLDFIELD
Sutton Vesey
Oscott

Kingstanding

Sutton New Hall

Perry Barr

5
Stockland
Green

PERRY BARR
14

Handsworth
Wood

8

Erdington

ERDINGTON
7

6

Tyburn

Lozells &
East Handsworth
Hodge Hill

HODGE HILL

Aston
Soho

10
Washwood
Heath

12

LADYWOOD
Ladywood
11

Nechells

Bordesley
Green

YARDLEY

EDGBASTON
Quinton

4

Harborne

Shard End
Stechford
& Yardley
North

South Yardley

Sparkbrook

Edgbaston

20
Sheldon

3
2

Moseley &
Kings Heath

17
Selly Oak

9

16

Weoley

Hall
Green

SELLY OAK
Bournville

NORTHFIELD
Longbridge

Northfield

Acocks
Green

HALL GREEN

Bartley Green

1

Springfield

Brandwood

15
Billesley

Constituency Boundary
Ward Boundary

Kings Norton

13
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Our
Planting Sites
EDGBASTON

Bromwich Wood
Whilst this site is adjacent to ancient woodland and is right on the edge of the City giving
it a rural feel, it is immediately adjacent to a high density residential area developed to
support city centre renewal in the early 1970s. Therefore the site is well used by local
people. It is also opposite King Edwards Five Ways School and on Thursday 24th March, 15
of their pupils came to help plant the 750 saplings.Varieties included oak, hazel, cherry, birch
and ash. Some of them were used to enhance the existing Millennium Woodland.The older
children worked independently, but the 30 younger ones from Kitwell Primary School were
given a bit more help by the teachers, BTFL staff, local Rangers and some young volunteers.
It is hoped that the new planting will extend the existing woodland, whilst retaining space
for a football pitch at the other end of the site.

Woodgate Valley Country Park. ‘Plant a Tree for Life’ Business
Sponsors Day
On 4th March we were pleased to welcome over 35 staff from Horton’s Estate, Mills &
Reeve, Eversheds, Arcadis and Waitrose Harborne – local companies that had all sponsored
a ‘Tree for Life’ in 2010/11. Each company planted the large tree they had sponsored, and
a number of saplings, choosing from silver birch, oak, ash and rowan; 60 trees were planted
in total. We decided to revisit the woodland that we had planted last year and extend it.
This proved popular as all could see how well last year’s trees were doing. It was great to
see young city centre professionals enjoying getting muddy in their wellies! After the trees
were planted, David Clarke, Chairman of the Birmingham Civic Society, presented
commemorative plaques to each company before everyone enjoyed a buffet lunch.

‘Plant a Tree for Life’ Family Sponsors Day
On Saturday 5th March over 40 people also came along to Woodgate Valley to plant their
sponsored trees and more saplings. We were pleased to be joined by the Lord Mayor’s
Deputy Cllr. J Alden, who planted several trees himself. Altogether 20 ‘feathers’ (trees about
8ft tall) of oak, rowan, scots pine and silver birch were planted, along with 50 saplings.
Children and adults from one to over 80 all had a go at digging. Many of the trees were
sponsored In Memory of a loved one and we were so pleased to be able to offer an
opportunity to families to remember and honour their relatives in such a positive way. As
ever, BTFL is indebted to the Woodgate Valley Ranger team and the Council’s Woodland
Management team for their invaluable support in helping to organise the event and plant
the trees.The local Scout group also came along to help out - planting the trees for those
unable to come to the event.

Grove Park
The Harborne Ward Community Chest funded 32 trees thanks to the initiative of the local
ward Member, Cllr J Alden. They were planted by 52 children from Harborne Primary, St
Marys Catholic Primary and St Peter’s CE Primary on 16th March.This event involved the
most children of all the plantings and the Leader of the City Council, who also took part,
was so impressed that he gave the schools an apple tree each as a thank you. Unusual trees
were planted including a Handkerchief Tree, Indian Bean Tree and a Foxglove Tree. Black
Poplars were planted in the wet areas.
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Queens Park
The local Harborne Society campaigned to have trees allocated to Queens Park to replace
those that had had to be felled because of old age or disease.They made a successful bid
to the Ward Community Chest to have 32 trees planted. As at Grove Park some unusual
species were chosen. Especially attractive trees, such as the Indian Bean Tree, liquidambar
and pin oak were planted along the path within view of the main road.The latter two have
wonderful autumn colour; the Indian Bean Tree has large flowers and bean like fruits. Some
limes replaced those lost in an avenue and a group of birches were planted in a less formal
part of the park.

ERDINGTON

Witton Lakes
The planting at Witton Lakes on Friday 11th March was one of our busiest and Rangers,
BTFL staff and local Friends of the park were kept busy channelling the considerable
enthusiasm of 52 children from four different schools - Wilson Stuart (for children with a
physical disability or complex medical condition), North Birmingham Academy, St Margaret
Mary Catholic Primary, Perry Common J&I. Future Job Front Trainees helped too. We
extended the area of whip planting that we planted last year as it had been a success with
no vandalism, despite it being in an area of high use. In all, 1,000 mixed native saplings were
planted in the park.

Farnborough Fields, Castle Vale
This is part of a land restoration project that will eventually see a large wooded area, a
wildflower meadow and grassland and a wetland area. There will be an outdoor classroom
with interpretation panels describing what has been achieved.The planting event took place
over half term 21st – 25th February, local residents, resident groups and local agencies
taking part, as well as 10 children from the Castle Vale Youth Green Action Group – they
were particularly keen and planted more trees than any other group! The Community
Environmental Trust and The Castle Vale Nature Conservation Group helped show the
children how to plant the trees, and they will keep an eye on the trees whilst they establish.

Rookery Park
A liquidambar tree was planted by a local family In Memory.

Pype Hayes Park
BTFL were very fortunate to be able acquire 12 very large trees at the end of an exhibition
at the NEC. The trees had been donated by Barchams to the Birmingham Trees Design
Action Group to enhance their stand at the Traffix exhibition to promote the importance
of street trees. Immediately after the exhibition, the trees were shipped by large lorry to
Pype Hayes Park. Here they were used as part of a contract to create a new long distance
cycle route, National Cycle Network Route 534, by SUSTRANS. The route starts at the
Birmingham and Fazeley Canal Towpath at Castle Vale and links up with the brand new cycle
and walking path through Pype Hayes Park and along the Plants Brook, all the way to Sutton
Coldfield.The large trees, which have had an immediate impact on the new route, included
4 London Plane, 4 small leaved lime and 4 rowan/whitebeam cross.
www.btfl.org.uk
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HALL GREEN

Kings Heath Park
This park is home to some magnificent trees,but sadly a few are coming to the end of their lives as they
were planted in Victorian and Edwardian times.Two well known trees had to be felled;a turkey oak near
to the car park by the House and a beech. In order to replace these trees, a copper beech was planted
near to the location of the felled beech and a pin oak was planted near to the car park. It was decided
not to replant a turkey oak; introduced in the 18th century, this tree was planted for its fast growth. Its
negative impact on native oaks was only discovered later- the tree harbours a parasitic wasp which
destroys the acorns of other oaks, so preventing the growth of new oaks.The pin oak has glorious
autumn colour and is not represented so far in the park.

Holders Lane Woods
This project was funded from the Forestry Commission’s Woodland Creation Grant and organised by
the local Rangers. About 2,000 mixed native whips were planted, including oak and ash. Planting took
place over several days and many members of the local community came to help including the Friends
of the park and students from Cockshutt Hill Technical College.The site extended a woodland area
planted 25 years ago – it was already starting to spread by natural colonising so a mixture of trees of
different ages has been achieved.The data from this site has not been included in the summary table as
the funding came from the Forestry Commission and not BTFL.

HODGE HILL

Ward End Park
The Friends of the park asked BTFL for help to replace some silver birches lost from an avenue leading
down to the lake, to plant some alders and to introduce black poplars into damp ground near to the
lake. On Friday 18th February the 7 trees were planted by the Friends and a local councillor, helped by
enthusiastic pupils from Saltley School. The children and the older adults from the Friends worked
together, an unlikely but productive combination! Quadron were on hand to do the heavy digging. After
the children were escorted back to school, the Friends entertained their guests, including the Parks
Manager and BTFL volunteers and staff, to tea and cake!

LADYWOOD

Edgbaston Reservoir
Following suggestions from the local Friends, 5 oak trees were supplied to them to replace some of the
trees that had been lost from disease.

New Spring Street North
This site is immediately adjacent to the Soho Loop of James Brindley’s canal in the inner city. At one time
the area was red brick terraces and probably back-to-backs, but was redeveloped under the urban
renewal programme of the late 1970’s. Some natural woodland had already been planted on one side
of this small patch of green,but local people asked for more formal trees with autumn colour and berries
for birds.Therefore 6 trees were planted on Friday 18th March, including 2 liquidambar, 2 rowan and 2
oak.We had great fun with the 17 children from Brookfields Primary School who thought tree planting
was “cool”.The Rangers worked hard as they had some difficulty digging the holes for the trees, due to
the history of the site.The local councillor came and talked to the children about the importance of
looking after “their” trees.
www.btfl.org.uk
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NORTHFIELD

Hawkesley Community Centre
Right on the southern edge of the City, this community centre is a focal point in an area developed in
the late 1970s to house those looking for fresh air following the urban renewal of the terraces of the
inner city. 9 small leaved limes were planted in an avenue along the path to the community centre and
1 flowering cherry was added to an existing group close to some seats.A local resident had campaigned
for the tree planting and she was present at the event on Wednesday 23rd March to see the trees
planted.The local councillor, who had originally contacted BTFL, was also involved on the day. Children
from Primrose Hill Primary (22) enjoyed filling the large holes with soil and they each took away a
“goodie bag” which included a chart to help them identify trees.

PERRY BARR

Perry Hall Playing Fields
The first planting at this site took place on Thursday 10th March, but as there were well over 1,000
saplings to plant, the Ranger met with the school again later the same week to plant in another part of
the park. Dorrington Primary School had worked with BTFL before and were not put off by the rather
cold and windy day. Of the 20 children who took part on both days, several had the most amazing
coloured wellies! The saplings planted included hazel, birch, alder, black poplar, oak, rowan, guelder rose,
hawthorn, blackthorn – the latter were planted by the two local councillors who came to help.
In addition to the BTFL saplings, just over 400 were provided by the Woodland Trust as part of their
community planting scheme and we are very grateful to them for delivering them to us – at the right
place on the right day!

SELLY OAK

Chinn Brook Meadows
This was a very special event as it marked the planting of BTFL’s 10,000th tree on 17th March 2011.The
honour was given to the Lord and Lady Mayoress Cllr and Mrs Gregory and they were joined by the
Chairman of The Birmingham Civic Society, David Clarke. They were not alone, as teenagers from
Cockshutt Hill Technical College worked to help primary pupils from Our Lady of Lourdes plant well
over 100 trees.These included 5 oaks & 5 alder plus whips of alder,oak,field maple and small leaved lime.
The site had been prepared by Quadron Contractors who stayed to lend a hand under the direction
of the Parks Manager and Rangers. Joining the celebration were representatives from Severn Trent, who
had also been tree planting in the park and officers of the Landscape Practice Group who had worked
with them.

Hazelwell Park
On the weekend of 20/21st March, the Friends of Hazelwell Park with help from the Ranger service
planted a number of fruit and nut trees in their local green space.The trees planted included eating,
cooking and crab apples, plums, pears, cherry and of course giant hazels.The project has helped turn a
neglected area of the park into a community orchard and increased the foraging potential throughout.
The trees will increase biodiversity in the area when insects like bees will be encouraged there by the
flowering trees and help pollinate them.The planning and planting of an edible park in an urban area
presented the Friends group with a new and challenging project.The group is now looking forward to
learning how to care for their trees and in the future, a fruitful harvest.

www.btfl.org.uk
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Selly Oak Park
Our tree planting was part of a much larger celebratory event on Friday 11th March organised by the
Friends of the park to celebrate the opening of an art & nature trail and the publication of a history of
the park.The land for the park was originally farmland; as the area became increasingly industrialised, a
Cadbury daughter realised that workers needed a park and it was laid out in 1899. The children from
nearby St Marys CE Primary had already enjoyed hearing about the old canal alongside the park and
seen wood carvers at work before they helped to plant 9 trees along the edge of the park fronting
Gibbins Road. The Friends wanted to continue the line of white and red hawthorn trees and add some
more oak trees. Oak trees are of course very much part of the history of Selly Oak Park!

SUTTON COLDFIELD

Sutton Park Memorial Oaks
12 large oak trees were sponsored by local residents and planted In Memory of loved ones near the
Arena Fields.

Park House Orchard, Sutton Park
Park House, not far from Town Gate is the site of a Blade Mill, but now a restaurant. At the rear of the
building was an overgrown orchard within an old walled garden. A Park Ranger had the idea of restoring
the orchard and replanting, but it was not until funds from BTFL were made available for the new apple
trees that the project took off.The scrub was cleared by the Friends of the park and the adjacent
overgrown holly trees pruned back by the Rangers to let in more light. The local Bee Keepers,who keep
their hives immediately next to the site, saw the pollen potential and joined in too. At the end of March
the volunteers got together to plant 28 apple trees – mostly regional varieties. The site is now managed
as a hay meadow and when the restoration of the site is complete, school children will be involved in
harvesting the older trees which show signs of a good crop as a result of more light and care.

YARDLEY

Sheldon Country Park
The Rangers at Sheldon Country Park used the 500 hawthorn whips supplied by BTFL to add to other
native varieties supplied by the Woodland Trust to carry out a several planting projects with volunteers.
On 25th March, 12 volunteers from Allianz Insurance worked adjacent to Church Road, Sheldon to
repair the fence and plant whips up against it, not only to improve appearance but to enhance
biodiversity. Later two groups of 12 volunteers from npower planted hawthorn whips in front of an
unsightly wall to screen it, soften the landscape and create new native habitats. The involvement of
npower had been facilitated by Business in the Community as part of their Corporate Social
Responsibility Programme.Within the park, Project Lapwing aims to create improved natural habitats
and on 24th March, 11 volunteers from Apex Credit Management planted a mixture of hawthorn and
rowan and this project was continued on 18th April when 9 young people came through Community
Service Volunteers to learn how to plant trees.

www.btfl.org.uk
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Supporters & Partners
We are grateful to the following organisations and individuals who supported
BTFL during 2010/11

Business Sponsors
Platinum
RWE npower

Silver
Calthorpe Estates

Bronze
Arcadis
Eversheds
Hortons Estate Ltd
Mills and Reeve
Waitrose, Harborne

Partners
Birmingham Voluntary Services Council (BVSC)
Tree Council
Woodland Trust
Forestry Commission
Trees & Design Action Group (TDAG) Birmingham
West Midlands Woodland and Forestry Forum
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Participants
Individual Plant a Tree for Life Sponsors
We received applications to sponsor 34 trees from 26 sponsors. The evening
reception and tree walk in Cannon Hill Park for Civic Society Members in July
resulted in another 25 sponsors and 30 trees. In Sutton Park 12 oak trees
were sponsored and planted In Memory of loved ones.

Friends of Parks and Local Residents
Woodgate Valley Country Park
Consultative Committee
Harborne Society
Friends of Witton Lakes,
Castle Vale Community
Environmental Trust
Friends of Ward End Park
Friends of Edgbaston Reservoir

Brookfields Residents Association
Friends of Perry Hall Playing Fields
Volunteers of Chinn Brook
Meadows
Friends of Hazelwell Park
Friends of Selly Oak Park
Friends of Sutton Park

Schools
Constituency
Edgbaston

Erdington

Hodge Hill
Ladywood
Northfield
Perry Barr
Selly Oak

School
Kitwell Primary
King Edwards Five Ways
St Mary’s Catholic Primary
St Peter’s CE Primary
Harborne Primary
Wilson Stuart School
North Birmingham Academy
St Margaret Mary Catholic Primary
Perry Common Junior & Infant
Castle Vale Youth Green Action Group
Saltley School
Brookfields Primary
Primrose Hill Primary
Dorrington Primary
Our Lady of Lourdes Catholic Primary
Cockshutt Hill Technology College
St Mary’s C of E Primary

Nos
30
15
15
8
29
10
12
12
12
10
13
17
22
20
24
9
24
TOTAL 282

17 schools

Other children attended events, but with families and friends, so that they do not appear in these figures.

City Councillors were involved at:
Woodgate Valley
Grove Park
Witton Lakes
Ward End Park
New Spring Street North
Edgbaston Reservoir

Hawkesley Community Centre
Perry Hall Playing Fields
Chinn Brook Meadows
Hazelwell Park
Selly Oak Park
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Statistics
Constituency

Site

EDGBASTON

Bromwich Wood
Woodgate Valley Business Day

Semi
Mature
Trees
10

Woodgate Valley Community Day

ERDINGTON

Grove Park

32

Queens Park

32

Whips &
Feathers

Fruit
Trees

Adults
Elected
Involved Members

Friends
of the
Park

Children
Involved

750

18

50

35

1

YES

45

70

40

2

YES

22*

25

2

YES

52

3

YES

46

YES

10

13

10

Witton Lakes

1000

15

Farnborough Fields

1000

10

Rookery Park

1

6

HALL GREEN

Pype Hayes Park
Kings Heath Park

12
3

3

HODGE HILL

Ward End Park

7

20

1

YES

LADYWOOD

Edgbaston Reservoir

5

10

1

YES
YES

New Spring Street North

6

6

1

NORTHFIELD

Hawkesley Community Centre

10

6

1

PERRY BARR

Perry Hall Playing Fields

1,420

10

2

YES

20

SELLY OAK

Chinn Brook Meadows

100

30

1

YES

33

5

Hazelwell Park
SUTTON COLDFIELD

12

TOTAL

22

10

1

YES

6*

Selly Oak Park

9

10

2

YES

24

Sutton Park Memorial Oaks

12

60

Park House Orchard
YARDLEY

17

28

Sheldon Country Park

500
144

4890

25

YES

58
40

407

18

13

310

* These figures include youth groups or families with children involved rather than school children as shown on page 21
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Summary
Year

Number of Semi mature
Whips
Sites
Trees

Apple
Trees

Total trees
planted

Adults
Involved

School
Children
Involved

2006/07 Total

8

256

700

21

977

165

425

2007/08 Total

16

212

1500

40

1752

1400

610

2008/09 Total

15

136

2300

17

2453

375

382

2009/10 Total

37

205

4435

16

4656

537

352

2010/11 Total

20

144

4890

40

5062

407

310

PROJECT TOTAL

96

953

13,825

134

14,912

2,884

2,090
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How to get involved in BTFL
• Sponsor an individual small tree (to celebrate something or
just for the fun of it) and have the opportunity to come and
plant it yourself with family and friends at one of our hands
on planting days in the City,
• Send someone a tree sponsorship as a present – they will
receive a certificate (you will get a copy) and the chance to
come and plant the tree with you,
• If you are a business, get involved in our Corporate
Sponsorship Programme - become a Bronze Sponsor and
bring colleagues along to our hands-on planting event, or
become a Silver, Gold or Platinum Sponsor and let us help
you develop a tailor-made project involving schools and local
communities,
• Join the Friends Group (or help to set one up if there isn’t
already one) connected to your local park - get in touch
with BOSF email: info@bosf.org.uk
• Lobby your local City Councillor for more tree planting in
your area of the City; to find out how to contact your local
Councillor, see www.birmingham.gov.uk
• Join The Birmingham Civic Society, contact email:
bhamcs@googlemail.com
For further information, please log onto our website:
www.btfl.org.uk
If you would like to contact us, please email us at:
bhamtreesforlife@gmail.com
BIRMINGHAM TREES FOR LIFE
9 MARGARET STREET
BIRMINGHAM
B3 3BS
The Birmingham Civic Society,
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