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Birmingham
Civic Society

Your chance to join
Celebrating Birmingham's heritage.
Influencing the city's future.
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We’d like you to belong
For more than ninety years The Birmingham
Civic Society has looked forward to the
future of the city.
Established at the time of The Great War,
it remains true to its founding fathers'
original aims:
“…to stimulate civic pride in the
domestic and civic life of Birmingham
citizens… urging the adoption of the
highest standard of
architecture…working for a more
beautiful city and influencing the
work of others…”
Birmingham Civic Society helps retain all
that is great about Birmingham's past - but is
not afraid to advocate change when it believes
that change is for the better.
The Society is forward looking: its highly
acclaimed work with children and youngsters;
its vigorous tree planting programmes; its
erection of blue plaques to remind us of
Birmingham's past - all of these are at the
heart of an organisation that cares for the
future but is always mindful of the past.
It is a nimble organisation: able to respond
speedily to comment on a topical issue or
make a considered judgement on a matter of
great importance to the city.
But it is also an organisation that relies on
and indeed involves its membership recognising that without its members it does
not have representation.
The Birmingham Civic Society is
keen for you to join its numbers.

The Birmingham Civic Society aims to
improve the quality of life in the city
by influencing the future of its
physical environment, enhancing
access to its heritage, managing its
environment through such activities as
tree planting, and promoting the
concept of active citizenship amongst
the city's children and young people.

The Birmingham Civic Society:
• Promotes the highest standards of
planning and architecture
• Secures the protection, development
and improvement of public amenities
and features, or areas of historic or
public interest.
• Promotes citizenship amongst those
who live and work in the city but
especially amongst youngsters.
• Increases understanding of what has
shaped and moulded the city: its
geology, geography, history, culture
and those who have dedicated their
lives to its advancement.

Membership of the Birmingham Civic
Society will enable you to support, in
whatever way you wish, an organisation that
is dedicated to ensuring Birmingham's
prospects are fulfilled for the benefit of all
those who live and work here now - and all
those who will do so in the future.
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“If I am comfortable with where I am in the present and
confident with where I shall be in the future, it is only
because I am standing on the shoulders of the past.”
Maori proverb

Planning, conservation and public art
Since its foundation in 1918 the Society has
influenced the development of the physical
environment of Birmingham - and this
continues to be one of its most energetic
activities. The Society is keen on the
improvement of amenities that will benefit
the people of the city. It continues to play a
major role in the planning and designing of
such major schemes as the City Park in
Eastside. It has supported plans to replace
the Central Library - believing that the
longer term aspirations of the city will be
better fulfilled if Birmingham has a facility
fit for the 21st century. The Society is also
not afraid to advocate change - where new
development, for instance, is better for
the environment as well as visually
and aesthetically.
Heritage
Birmingham has a rich and indeed
remarkable heritage. It has long been a
magnet for immigration, first from the
outlying areas of Warwickshire,
Worcestershire and Staffordshire and then
from further afield.
The Society's heritage group works to
increase awareness of that heritage;
increase understanding of Birmingham's
past and provides information for residents
and visitors alike.
It has erected more than 70 blue plaques to
mark the role of eminent former citizens.
Additionally, history plates mark important
historical sites and the Society's Heritage
Buildings Guide is the most widely
circulated guide to noteworthy buildings
and features in the city.

Citizenship
Birmingham is not just dependent on the
people of today - but future generations.
Working with young people, particularly in
schools, is as important to the Society as it is to
Birmingham's future. Birmingham Civic
Society's Environmental Programme provides
awards to schools each year in recognition of
the work undertaken by school children,
teachers and parents in improvements to their
immediate surroundings. Each year thousands
of children aged 11 - 14, participate in the
Society's Next Generation Awards, increasing
their understanding of the city and developing
proposals for the changes they would like to see
in the future. Meanwhile, a Young Citizens
scheme is being developed for children in their
most formative years.
Environment
Birmingham is a remarkably green city. Viewed
from the air on a summer day, its suburbs are
concealed by a seemingly solid canopy of trees.
But much more needs to be done. Many of the
city's parks have lost trees - through natural
processes, storms and vandalism; many urban
areas are bereft of trees that will provide
habitats for wildlife and enjoyment for residents.
Roadside trees die or need removing for
development schemes. The Birmingham Civic
Society's Trees for Life initiative is a joint
activity with Birmingham City Council. Each
year, it encourages the planting of trees in a
programme that involves local people,
businesses and voluntary organisations. Many of
the trees are planted in city parks - some formal,
some natural, but in the future, the planting of
trees in highly visible locations will further help
improve Birmingham's environment.
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How you can join
If you care about Birmingham, want to learn more about it and
would like to help make it a better place in which to live, then you
really do need to be a member of The Birmingham Civic Society.
As a member of the Society you will have the opportunity to:
• Join an extensive programme of
visits, lectures, formal and informal
social functions.

• Participate in the citizenship, heritage,
planning and environmental/tree
planting programmes.

• Contribute your views on decisions
on all aspects of the development
of the city.

• Receive the highly acclaimed Birmingham
Perspectives magazine that not only promotes
the work of the Society but stimulates
debate and discussion.

You will also be eligible join one of the committees or stand for election to the Board of
Trustees and play a part in the management of the Society.
In addition, corporate members are able to participate in events that are specifically of
interest to business in Birmingham.
Above all though, you will have a real sense of being involved with Birmingham: being
informed about what is planned and having an opportunity to influence important
developments and decisions.
If there is no application card with this leaflet, you can download a form
from our website or telephone us.

Birmingham Civic Society, 9 Margaret Street, Birmingham B3 3BS
Tel: 0121 308 0496 www.birminghamcivicsociety.org.uk

