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“Wealth creation
is only achieved
through business”
Architect quizzed
on proposed
library designs
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“The most ambitious and far reaching citywide
development project ever undertaken in the UK”
Cllr Mike Whitby
Leader, Birmingham City Council

Birmingham is a great international city, renowned for civic innovation, urban invention, racial and
cultural diversity, as well as its creative and educational achievements.
The city has made tremendous progress over the last twenty years, regularly being hailed as one of
Europe’s success stories, with over £10 billion of planned investment in the city centre alone.
However, the city has changed dramatically over the last twenty years, especially with the changes to
the inner ring road, making the city centre much larger. Both physically and economically new challenges
and new opportunities are now on the agenda, and a new masterplan is needed that will help to unleash
the tremendous potential of creativity and diversity of what is the youngest city in Europe.
Covering the greater city centre, the full 800 hectares out to the ring road, the Big City Plan will shape
and revitalise Birmingham’s city centre over the next twenty years - physically, economically, culturally,
creatively - and there will be extensive engagement with colleagues, partners, stakeholders and our
citizens to help achieve this.

For more information please visit www.bigcityplan.org.uk

Perspectives Spring - Summer Final.qxd

27/7/09

3:16 pm

Page 3

Birmingham Perspectives Spring - Summer 2009

Contents
10
13
14
16
20
23
24

Does the city have the know-how to
see recovery?
Digby, Lord Jones of Birmingham champions the city's skills.

Older - but wiser?
Lydia Thornton asks how Birmingham, despite being the youngest city in
Europe, will support an aging population.

How did the canals fuel city’s industrial might?
Isabel Monk finds out how Birmingham's canals played a
vital role in making Brum great.

Perspectives on the proposed Library of Birmingham
Birmingham Civic Society's Planning Committee hold Francine Houben to
account for the proposed designs for the new Library of Birmingham.

Head to Head - how can citizenship play a
vital part in creating a cohesive society?
Can citizenship bring Birmingham together as we move
towards being a plural city by 2020?

Society sculptor prepares for 'Shaping Nature' exhibition
Viv Astling reveals a startling career change from local authority
chief executive to sculptor.

Birmingham's ambitious 'gallery without walls'
Lydia Thornton goes behind the scenes at the Ikon Gallery to
find out how they have grand plans beyond Brindleyplace.

FIRST WORD 5
NEWS 6
LETTERS 26
FUTURE VOICE 30

MEMBERSHIP 27
EVENTS 28
LAST WORD 31

Birmingham Civic Society is concerned with the city's future whilst
being mindful of its past. It actively promotes citizenship, lobbies for
the highest standards of planning and architecture and champions
Birmingham's heritage, culture and environment.
For Birmingham Perspectives:
Editorial and advertising enquiries - t: 0121 702 2525
Editor: David Clarke
Assistant Editor: Lydia Thornton
Design: Clare Godson
Illustrations: Jonny Cazzola
Print: Ortek Colour Printers
For Birmingham Civic Society:
Administration - Elaine Mitchell t: 0121 236 8110 e: bhamcs@googlemail.com
Chairman - Freddie Gick t: 0121 236 8110 e: fgick@btinternet.com

Front cover: Concept design for the new Library

I was fortunate to attend the Birmingham
Young Professional of the Year Awards
(BYPY) held at the ICC. As award
ceremonies go, it was certainly glitzy with a set worthy of the Oscars and food
nearly worthy of a Michelin restaurant.
But it was not the environment that
impressed me: it was the enthusiasm of
the shortlisted entrants (mostly 20 to 30
somethings) and the attentiveness of the
600-plus audience, most of whom were a
similar age (excepting the likes of me).
It gave me great hope. Not one of the
shortlisted entrants failed to demonstrate
their huge commitment to Birmingham.
Each of them seemed to be involved in
one or another important aspect of the
city's life. And all of them demonstrated
that it is not just what happens in the
work place that matters but what you do
in the outside world too.
Not that “young professionals” have
exclusivity. My colleagues on
Birmingham Civic Society's citizenship
committee were telling me how
impressed they had been with recent
presentations by Birmingham school
children as they talked enthusiastically of
their plans for the city.
It's a theme reflected in this issue in the
comments of Digby, Lord Jones of
Birmingham - and those of the public on
the role of citizenship.
The thing is though, that whilst the
articulate winners of BYPY have a
public voice, too many of our younger
people don't have such an outlet.
Isn't it time young people were both seen
and heard?
David Clarke, Editor
Vice-Chairman of Birmingham Civic Society

Birmingham Perspectives
Birmingham Civic Society,
9 Margaret Street,
Birmingham B3 3BS
0121 236 8110
www.birminghamcivicsociety.org.uk
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First word
Architectural bravery

Freddie Gick, Chairman of The Birmingham Civic Society

From the very earliest times people have sought to create urban environments
that not only provide high quality living conditions for their residents but also
bring credit to those who control them. The leaders of the Egyptians, Greeks and
Romans created monuments, buildings and cities to demonstrate their power
and imagination and, often, their devotion to their respective deities.
In Pompeii, for example, the opportunity presented by an
earthquake in 62 A.D. allowed the city's rulers to create a
modern, well planned city full of high quality amenities and
impressive buildings.
In Britain, our cities evolved through the last thousand years
from collections of dwellings surrounding great houses and
castles. The Wren buildings of the seventeenth century were
followed by the Georgian/Regency terraces and
crescents a hundred years later and then by
the elaborate civic buildings of the
Victorian era. The more eclectic
architectural trends of the
twentieth
century,
complemented by the
ravages of
enemy
bombers, resulted in
many of our cities
becoming random
amalgams
of
very
different,
unsympathetic
styles.
Birmingham has a
relatively
short
history as a city and
has few examples of
the earlier periods.
Most of its important
buildings date from the
nineteenth
century.
Architecturally, the city is
undistinguished on an
international scale - however
much we may value our excellent
Town Hall, it does not feature on any
list of the most interesting buildings
worldwide. Brindleyplace is much admired, but it is
not Covent Garden.
What does this tell us about the development of Birmingham?
We do not have the opportunity to design a new city as did the
planners of Pompeii or the creators of Milton Keynes - but we
do have an opportunity to put Birmingham on the global
architectural map.
To do this we must first refuse permission for the construction
of any more mediocre apartment buildings that are becoming

an increasingly common feature of the city and which show
great promise to be the slums of the next few decades.
The city's planners have been brave in accepting imaginative
designs for some new developments, though occasionally
allowing buildings to be completed to more mediocre standards
than originally proposed. The Madin Library and the exterior
of the ICC are examples of cost cutting having an adverse
impact on important city-centre buildings. In
attempting to attract inward investment,
Birmingham must be internationally
visible - and this requires its
buildings to be distinctive,
photogenic and immediately
recognisable. Opinions
will always be divided on
buildings like the
Rotunda and the
Selfridges Building but they do make
Birmingham
globally noticeable.
So, when it comes
to the design of the
Library
of
Birmingham, the
Cube
or
the
redevelopment of
Paradise Circus we
should
welcome
innovation, controversial
designs and unorthodox
building methods - but we
must not compromise on the
quality of completed structures.
Some people will object to the
imposition of imaginative buildings on our
familiar but undistinguished cityscape - in the short
term the impact will be patchy, but, if we hold our nerve, the
result will be indicative of a highly progressive city that believes
in its future.
Combining architectural bravery with the City Council's
concern for the quality of life of our citizens will assure
Birmingham a creditable place among the great cities of the
world, following in the noble traditions of the earliest
urban developers.
5
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NEWS
irmingham is to become the
first link in a unique chain of
Cancer Research UK Centres to
be launched round the country.

B

The cancer centres will draw
together world class research and
areas of medical expertise to achieve
the best possible results for cancer
patients nationwide. As the first
Cancer Research UK Centre,
Birmingham will lead the way for
national and international progress
for genetics, gene therapy and the
link between viruses and some
cancers as well as focussing on
cancers of the prostate and bladder
and leukaemia. It will also become a
leading centre for clinical trials.
Collaboration is the key to the
success of the Centre which will also
concentrate on large-scale population
studies, cell biology and tumour
immunology. Cancer Research UK
already supports research in
Birmingham but is set to increase its
contribution to around £9m a year
to help develop the Centre. In
partnership with the University of
Birmingham, the Centre also aims to
attract and train the highest quality
clinical and non-clinical cancer
research students, to develop
infrastructure for tissue banking and
data collection across the West
Midlands, to strengthen collaboration
between scientists and clinicians and
to improve international
communication. Cancer Research
UK plans to launch more centres
around the UK during 2009. LT 
he pace of the downturn in the
Midlands has eased, according
to The Royal Bank of Scotland's
latest PMI Business Survey.
The latest decrease in output was
broadly similar to the UK economy
average, following several months in
which the decline in the region was
much sharper. The West Midlands,
while seeing contraction ease slightly, is
the second-worst performing UK
region in March, ahead only of
Northern Ireland. Birmingham is
suffering more than other UK cities

T

6

from the effects of the recession.
According to The Work Foundation
consultancy's report The Geography of
Unemployment: How the recession
has affected different cities
Birmingham has had the biggest
increase in people seeking Job Seekers'
Allowance. There are 12,383 more
claimants in the city than last year,
largely due to Birmingham being one
of the UK's core cities associated with
traditional manufacturing. There were
45,657 claimants in Birmingham in
February 2009 (a rate of 7.3 per cent
of the population) compared with
33,274 in February 2008 (a rate of 5.3
per cent). LT 
wo sports professionals who
work with Birmingham
schools attended a planning
conference in Sweden to plan an
international summer sports
camp for children who have
learning difficulties.

T

SISU, a Swedish sports education
federation, hosted the conference.
Birmingham and SISU have a long
history of working together, sharing best
practice in sport in the community and
running exchanges for young people.
Ann Frew, a PE teacher in Calthorpe
Specialist Sports College and Jake
Oliver of Bear Creek Adventure in
Edgbaston, attended the conference
which was funded through the EU's
Youth in Action funding stream. The
group included participants from
Denmark, Sweden, Czech Republic and
Germany. Participants spent time
learning about the team members'
individual areas of work and about
programmes run by the host, SISU. The
bulk of the visit was planning the next
steps for a vision for an annual
European sports leadership summer
camp or festival for young people with
learning difficulties, hosted in a different
country each year, where participants
would be given the opportunity to lead
on an activity within the festival. The
group hope to reconvene in
Birmingham soon to look at practical
arrangements were it to be hosted in the
city. RF 

irmingham's business
community came out in
force for the Great St Basils
charity walk to help the local
charity preventing youth
homelessness.

B

The annual walk, which took place
on Saturday 30 May, saw teams from
across the region trekking across the
stunning Brecon Beacon countryside.
Catering for all physical abilities the
course is split into two routes, a 14
mile walk and a longer 28 mile path.
This year's walk saw some 700 people
taking part, walking in total over
22,220 miles in the Brecon Beacons
and raising over £80,000.
Companies that signed up for the
challenge included Cadburys,
Anthony Collins Solicitors,
Barclays, BHSF, Deloittes, John
Lewis, Taylor Wimpy and
PriceWaterhouseCoopers.
Nick Venning, Chairperson of the St
Basils fundraising committee, and
said: “I have been planning and
taking part in the walks for the last
12 years and this one was one of the
most spectacular routes we have ever
done. The scenery was amazing, and
the atmosphere generated by the
teams taking part teams made this
event immensely enjoyable.”
The money raised at the walk will go
towards funding St Basils housing
facilities in and around Birmingham,
Solihull and Redditch. The charity
has been working with young people
between the ages of 16 to 25 for over
35 years and last year housed over
1,000 young people and provided
advice and support to a further 4,000
young people. SR 

Colleagues from Antony Collins Solicitors
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NEWS
irmingham has been
ranked the 56th best place
in the world to live according
to the Mercer 2009 Quality of
Living Survey.

ominations have been
received for this years
Award and the Society's
Planning Committee has short
listed an interesting range of
recently completed projects.

B

Zurich to take the top spot as the
world's city with the best quality of
living. Geneva is in third position,
while Vancouver and Auckland are
joint fourth. In the UK London ranks
at 38, while Birmingham and
Glasgow are jointly at 56. Overall,
European cities continue to dominate
the top locations in this year's survey.
In the US the highest-ranking entry
is Honolulu at 29. Singapore, 26th, is
the top-scoring Asian city followed by
Tokyo at 35. Baghdad, ranked 215,
remains at the bottom of the table.
This year's ranking also identifies the
cities with the best infrastructure
based on electricity supply, water
availability, telephone and mail
services, public transport provision,
traffic congestion and the range of
international flights from local
airports. Singapore is at the top of
this index (score 109.1) followed by
Munich in second place and
Copenhagen in third. Dublin is
ranked 58th out of the 215 cities
rated. Cities ranked ahead of Dublin
in the City infrastructure rankings
include London (8th), Paris (13th),
Birmingham / Glasgow (ranked joint
45th). LT 
it BBC TV drama series
Survivors is moving to
Birmingham, enhancing the
city's growing reputation as a
film and television capital.

H

Birmingham will host the new six-part
post-apocalyptic drama - a remake of a
seventies series - following talks with the
City Council's Film Birmingham office,
supported by Screen West Midlands.
The production and filming of the
drama is making the move from
Manchester to the Midlands. Starring
Julie Graham, Max Beesley and Phillip
Rhys, Survivors focuses on the world in
the aftermath of a virus that has wiped
out 99 per cent of the human race. The
first series, broadcast last year and soon

N

Cast members of TV Show Survivors

to be screened on BBC America,
proved to be a ratings hit and fans are
now eagerly awaiting the Birminghammade second series. Film Birmingham,
launched in February 2006, has been
dealing with the number of filming
requests from April 2008-09, which is
set to more than double on the previous
year, with some months showing a 200
per cent increase. Four feature films
have been shot in Birmingham over the
last 12 months; production of the
popular drama series Doctors will
remain in the city and talks are
underway with other TV companies to
attract more hit shows. LT 
ity planners have approved
proposals for the biggest
development in Birmingham's
Jewellery Quarter for more than
200 years.

C

Developer Chord Deeley's £160m St
Georges scheme, covers a 6.8 acre
site which includes office space,
homes, hotels, shops, a multi-storey
car park and a public square, got the
go ahead from the city's conservation
committee. About 2,500 service
sector jobs will be created as a result
of the development, which will
comprise more than 262,000 sq of
office and retail accommodation. The
development is a joint venture
between Jewellery Quarter-base
developer Chord Investments and
Coventry-based national developer
Deeley Properties. Construction will
start in June to convert the
Kettleworks factory, on Icknield
Street, into shops and offices; the site
also incorporates Moreton Street and
Pope Street where the square will be
located. Further development of the
site will be phased over the next 3-5
years. LT 

The committee are to visit the
buildings before recommending a
winner to receive this prestigious
award later in the summer.
The four short listed schemes are:
The Rotunda by Urban Splash and
architect Glenn Howells Architects;
Cadbury Dining Room Block by
architect Stanton Williams; Fort
Dunlop by Urban Splash and
architect Shed KM; Kings Norton
Restoration Project / Saracens
Head with architects APEC. PL 
ij Randeniya has made
history by becoming the
UK's first ever Asian chief
fire officer.

V

Having battled against negative
perceptions of the fire service from
his family and the cultural
differences that exist in British
Asian communities, Vij's
achievement is a defining moment
for Birmingham and the UK. The
West Midlands Fire Service is the
second biggest fire service in
England and Walesm with 2,600
staff and 39 fire stations overall.
The job of a firefighter involves
putting out fires, preventing fires,
dealing with tornadoes, floods and
often saving more people out of
cars then out of buildings. Vij has
identified that one of the challenges
he faces is trying to access the
British Asian community. He said:
"They are not hard to reach, they
are hard to influence. Quite often
we struggle to penetrate into those
communities - both for giving
advice and recruitment. Some
people in the Asian community
view the fire service how it would
have been viewed back over in
India, Pakistan etc. It's trying to
overcome those cultural
perceptions." Vij began his new role
in April 2009. LT 
7
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NEWS
team of scientists from the
University of Birmingham
has secured £1.5 million to
examine how to make the UK's
transport systems resilient to
climate change.

A

The four year project will see the
British Geological Survey, Hydraulics
Research, the Transport Research
Laboratory and the universities of
Nottingham and Loughborough team
up with the University of
Birmingham to look at what will be
the nature of the UK's transport
systems by the year 2050. The
project will make recommendations
to ensure that the UK will be able to
cope with the effects of climate
change. Civil engineers at
Birmingham will investigate how our
transport and its infrastructure will
change over the coming decades and
assess its resilience, taking into
account the likely technological
changes. Researchers at the
University's School of Geography,
Earth and Environmental Sciences
will be devising future weather
models to identify the kind of
meteorological impacts that will
affect the transport infrastructure.
Professor Chris Baker, lead
investigator of the project from the
University's School of Civil
Engineering, says, 'We will need to
discover first how transport is used,
how it is embedded in people's lives
and social relationships, and how this
is likely to shift under changing
environmental conditions.' The
project spans governments, research
councils, businesses and transport
users, and will give decision makers
information to effectively manage
and protect vital services, to build
resilience into systems, mitigate
problems and to adapt to
environmental change. LT 

Bus' and plans to help the city's
tourist trade. Sue qualified as a Blue
Badge Guide in 2000 and since then
has been providing panoramic coach
and walking tours of the city with the
help of other guides. Initial
sponsorship has been provided by
Birmingham based Europa
Translations Ltd, but further support
will be needed to keep the bus on the
road. Tours for the public began at
10.30am, 12pm, 1.30pm and 3pm,
running every Saturday until 26th
September. The route includes a ride
around Birmingham's commercial
sector near Colmore Row, the
Jewellery Quarter, the redeveloped
Eastside, Broad Street and
Edgbaston. LT 
irmingham has taken the next
step to becoming a digital city
with OpenStreetMap, a free and
completely editable map.

B

People who live in the city and
surrounding area have accurately
remapped the entire area digitally.
Birmingham is the first city in the
UK to be mapped in this way; other
international cities that already have
this tool are Paris, Canberra and
Vienna. The map is more up-to-date
and accurate than other online and
Satnav formats; only the Ordnance
Survey, with its wealth of technical
and financial resources, can claim to
be more precise. A dedicated group
of 100 volunteers has been collecting
GPS data while cycling, walking, and
while taking the buses and trains and

irmingham is celebrating the
return of open air bus tours
to the city centre after they were
scrapped ten years ago.

B

Sue Behan of Birmingham Tours is
launching the 'Big Brum Open Top
8

Contributors to the digital map

even a canal boat. The raw positional
data is supplemented by additional
visual observations on the ground
and then edited into a format that
can be rendered as a recognisable
map. The mapping of Birmingham
in this way is part of a worldwide
movement to digitally remap the
entire planet, which started in 2004.
The project was originated in the UK
and now over 100,000 enthusiasts
globally, who, so far, have mapped
almost 14 million miles of road
globally. In Birmingham more than
15,000 residential roads, 6,000
footpaths and 9,000 other roads have
been recorded as well as more than
700 bus stops, 200 traffic lights and
300 post boxes.
www.openstreetmap.org LT 
taff and students from
Birmingham Botanical
Gardens have helped volunteers
at St George's Church, Edgbaston
to commemorate the famous
plant hunter and botanist Ernest
Wilson with a planting of some
of his best trees.

S

Wilson trained at Birmingham
Botanical Gardens (1893-1897) and
was married at St. George's
Church in 1902. Bill Graham,
church spokesman, said “The tree
plantings were a wonderful
opportunity to recognise
Birmingham's greatest plant hunter
and improve the local environment
with some of his beautiful trees”.
The trees chosen were some of
Wilson's own favourites or those
thought to be his best introductions
by plants men such as Bean,
Rehder and Seargent: Acer
griseum; Malus yunnanensis; Malus
hupehensis; Sorbus hupehensis;
Betula setchuanica. Simon Gulliver,
Horticultural Lecturer at BBGG
said “Wilson is one of our heroes
and it is great to be able to mark
the place of his marriage in such
an appropriate way”. The
Botanical Gardens are currently
recruiting for new trainees for
autumn 2009. CE 
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NEWS
he engineering creativity of
young people has been
celebrated with some 200 bright
A-level students displaying their
designs at Cranmore Park.

T

The fun and vibrant event was an
opportunity for students to display the
hard-work, innovation, and creativity
that make local industry great, even
during difficult times. For the past five
months, the EESE (Engineering
Education Scheme England) students
have been working on real engineering
problems set by local companies. The

will be via the entrance to Longbridge
Technology Park, which is on
Longbridge Lane, off the A38 Bristol
Road South, and the scheme will be
operational from 7am to 7pm
Monday to Saturday, with effect from
the summer. The introduction of the
scheme aims to encourage more
people to use Longbridge railway
station to ease traffic congestion on
the surrounding roads and residential
areas. This project is one of the many
plans for regeneration which will
transform the Longbridge area.
Others include the creation of 10,000
new jobs and thousands of new
homes and a new £84 million
Bournville College, which represents
the first phase of a new town centre
for Longbridge. LT 
ocal businesses and
individuals are being offered
the opportunity to double the
value of their charitable
donations if they establish a
long term endowment fund via
the Birmingham Community
Foundation until June 2011.

L
Pupils demonstrating their design

59 teams of 16-17 year olds come from
schools across the midlands and they
have been working with some of the
biggest names in local industry
including GKN, JCB and Rolls-Royce.
“The students continue to surprise us,
not only with their creativity, but with
their hard work and professionalism”,
commented Chris Zacaroli the EESE’s
Regional Director. Over 700 attendees
were there including leaders from local
industry and education. LT 
park and ride scheme will
be introduced at Longbridge
after St Modwen, the
regeneration specialists in
charge of revamping
Longbridge, completed a deal
with Centro.

A

With secure space for 250 vehicles and
additional space for motorcycles and
bicycles, the park and ride facility will
be located a short walk from
Longbridge train station, at
Longbridge Technology Park. Access

Grants is a key element of the
Government’s strategy for building
stronger and more active communities
so for every £1 given to the project
the Government will donate a further
£1 - making the giving have an even
bigger impact. The grants are
specifically for small voluntary and
community groups and grassroots
organisations. All donations made
during the Challenge will receive gift
aid plus a 100% government 'top up' £1 to the challenge becomes £2.56
supporting local communities. The
Birmingham Community Foundation
has been selected to distribute the
proceeds of a potential £4million
Grassroots Endowment Fund, subject
to getting the matched funding from
local business' or individuals in
Birmingham, Dudley, Sandwell,
Walsall and Wolverhampton. The Big
Give is also backing the Grassroots
Endowment Challenge by featuring it
as a 'Double your Donation' function
on its website. LT 

astside Projects, in
partnership with
Birmingham City Council, is
inviting individuals and
businesses to take part in a
Legacy Project for the Eastside
area of Birmingham.

E

Twenty Silver Birch trees from Simon
& Tom Bloor's current exhibition, As
long as it lasts, at Eastside Projects, are
available to be planted in the
forthcoming City Park, based on the
east side of the city centre. Gavin
Wade, director of the Eastside
Projects is inviting individuals and
companies to sponsor one or more
Silver Birch trees with a minimum
donation of £400 per tree. The trees
are between five and seven metres tall
and are roughly 15 years old. A
plaque with each individual or
organisation's name will be placed into
the civic areas with the trees. The
trees will be planted in 2010 and a
launch event at the site of planting
will be announced. Donors will also
receive a limited edition silk screen
print by the artists. LT 

Birch trees in pots designed by Simon and Tom Bloor

News contributors:
Carole Ewing
Rachel Farthing
Paul Lister
Steve Rainbow
Andy Robinson
Lydia Thornton
If you have a news item that could
feature in a future issue of
Birmingham Perspectives email:
perspectives@clarke-associates.co.uk

9
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Does the city have the
know-how to see recovery?
Digby, Lord Jones
of Birmingham
was guest speaker at The
Birmingham Civic Society
Corporate Reception hosted by
St Philip’s Chambers,
Birmingham. He has served
as Director of the CBI from
2000–06 and Minister of
State for Trade from
2007–08. He is a Business
Ambassador at UK Trade & Investment.

Birmingham has a history of restructuring
itself and moving up the value added
chain; it's done it over centuries let alone
decades. To maintain Birmingham as a city
of opportunities in this recession we have
got to get the skills message to young
people and there ought to be a huge
initiative initiated by local authorities,
employers - public sector as well as private
sector and also from the media to spread
the message. We must get younger people
to realise they need a skill.
One sector we need to keep skills in is
construction because house building will
recover and there will be big projects along
the way in the next few years in

10

The current recession has hit Birmingham hard, according to
The Work Foundation report The Geography of Unemployment:
How the recession has affected different cities. Birmingham has had
the biggest increase in people seeking Job Seekers' Allowance
with 12,383 more claimants in the city than last year. Does
Birmingham have the know-how to see recovery in the city?
Heralding Birmingham as a city of opportunities may seem
counter intuitive. Digby, Lord Jones of Birmingham believes
Birmingham is a city with a lot to be proud of.
Birmingham and the West Midlands and
we will need the carpenters, electricians
and plumbers to meet the demand.
Opportunities continue to exist in the value
added manufacturing, electrical
engineering, aerospace, and automotive
industries. They look like they are in the
doldrums at the moment but as these
industries come back in the next couple of
years we need those skilled people to be
ready - and that means we have to get
those skills ready now.
This region benefits from its environmental
engineering capabilities - engineering
innovation that comes from all aspects of
environmental matters - not just the

obvious ones like electric cars but ingenuity
in cleaning up pollution (which can be
exported to the developing economies that
have these big industrialised issues).
Professional and financial services - lawyers,
accountants, barristers and insurers - have
not been immune to the downturn but
Birmingham has always produced talent in
these sectors and will need a talent pool for
the future. The only way to strengthen
these core industries is to build awareness
for the need for skilled people, especially
young people. Meanwhile, those in their
30s and 40s who've been made redundant
in other sectors need to be re-trained so as
to work in the re-vitalised economy.

Perspectives Spring - Summer Final.qxd

27/7/09

3:16 pm

Page 11

Land Rover Design and Engineering Centre

It is evident though that many people,
especially young people and people who
have recently been made redundant, feel
disenfranchised and not respected or
worthy. Birmingham must engage with
these people so that they can realise that
they can not only benefit themselves but
also Birmingham's economy and society. A
great example of Birmingham getting this
right is how Advantage West Midlands
dealt with the 2005 closure of MG Rover

Conference delegates at ICC

plant at Longbridge. It is a template of how cannot just give people the problem. We
have to give them the solution as well; tell
to do deal with the mass redundancies of
them what you are going to do, how much
6,500 people. Agencies came together
under the cohesive leadership of Advantage it is going to cost and tell them who is
going to pay for it. People are not stupid;
West Midlands, Birmingham City Council,
they understand the way the world works.
Bromsgrove District Council, the Learning
What they cannot stand are people who say
and Skills Council, training agencies and
colleges. They all worked together to ensure that it was someone else's fault or those
that those made redundant felt worthy. The who only explain the problem or, worst of
all, don't even tell them in the first place.
workers did have self respect because they
So those in authority must lead the people
had other avenues open to them.
of Birmingham by saying it how it is, being
This is a time for civic leadership: a time
straightforward, being clear and providing
for people to come together and provide
a solution.
leadership to those who are feeling less
worthy. Inspiration and self belief are key,
having people leading and inspiring others
who care and care about them. All of us
have our part to play - the media, business
leaders, environmentalists, trade unionists,
educationalists and politicians. No one
person or organisation can do it on their
own; all groups have to do it together in
the name of Birmingham. This is the need
for leadership, especially at difficult times
like now.
To ensure Birmingham remains a key
Birmingham’s Colmore Business District
location of opportunities one of the
Businesses in Birmingham are the best
most crucial elements to get right is
conduit for the city to get through the
communication. People may prefer good
recession. But it can be difficult for business
news to bad news but they prefer bad news
to no news. People who are kept in the dark to think about being responsible for the
next generation of workers when most are
or bluffed, end up feeling they have been
mislead or kept away from information. We just trying to survive.

11
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Business, in common with some others, has
had a bad press. Sadly, people think that
every single business person is taking a fat
bonus and they all ought to pay for the sins
of the few. Look at radio programmes like
The Archers, TV programmes like
Eastenders: whenever they put a business
person on it they're always the crook and
the effect is that everyone thinks business
people drive around in a big Rolls Royce,
sticks a cigar in their mouth and shout
“Your fired”! Business has to work hard to
change that perception. Businesses need to
say: “I understand the issue. I'm going to
prove - by the quality of what I do, by the
quality of the way I train my people, by the
quality of the way I engage with society that business is a great force for good in
Birmingham.”
Wealth creation is only achieved through
business in our society. Creating wealth
means you pay tax Businesses reward the
shareholders who pay tax on it or they keep
it in the business and pay tax on it. Or they
employ people who pay tax on it.
If it wasn't for the wealth that business
creates there would never be any tax
system. This is the message to get across;
that is how important business is.
The huge amount of government
borrowing, of which much has been written
in the media, is deferred taxation:

3:16 pm
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someone's got to pay it back one day and it
is going to come out of taxes - out of the
wealth that business creates.
Business has got to reach out. It's got to
train people better and shout about its
training success; it's got to be
environmentally sensitive and show that it is
on the side of the planet. It has to shout
about how good it is; to reach out, down,
round and under those who can't.
Socially inclusive wealth creation is vital for
Birmingham. Businesses can, of course,
keep their wealth but they need to put an
arm around the community at the same
time and show people the power of
business. Every time business gets bad press
it knocks businesses' reputation but they
must persevere because communities can't
do without business. It's high time we all
understood that.
Businesses are responding to the recession
in different ways - but perhaps the most
visible means of controlling overheads is to
reduce staff numbers or training them less.
Let's divorce the two. Keeping costs low
and putting money into training are in two
different camps. If anybody tells me
training is expensive just try ignorance.
Ignorance is far more expensive
than training.
If the squeeze comes on costs, don't think
training is the thing to cut. By all means get

Aston University, scientific studies

the best deal, become more efficient, more
productive but don't cut training.
The fundamental lesson is to put resources
by in the years of plenty for the years of
lean - and in the lean years ensure you have
the resources to reap the benefits in the
years of plenty.
Wesleyan, Colmore Row

12

Perspectives Spring - Summer Final.qxd

27/7/09

3:16 pm

Page 13

Older but wiser?
Birmingham may be Europe's youngest city but as we all live longer,
how will the city cope with an aging population? Lydia Thornton
goes figure crunching - and finds she has something to smile about.
Across Britain cities are facing the
growing issue of how to care for an aging
population and crucially how to fund that
care. By 2025, the number of people over
the age of 60 in Britain will outnumber
those under 25 for the first time. In 2006,
for example, there was a record 1.2
million people aged over 85. Within 20
years, one in four UK adults will be
pensioners. Life expectancy has greatly
improved; by 2026 the average life will be
84 for men and 87 for women.
In comparison, Birmingham is regarded
as a young city - with an average age of
36 compared to the national average,
38.6. One quarter of the population is
under 19 - and 14% over 65. However,
the number of people aged 65 and over
is predicted to increase by about 53%
between 2001 and 2031.
These statistics herald a number of
changes to our country and our city:
people are more active, healthier and
live longer. This speaks of falling
birth rates and a shrinking workforce.
This phenomenon will affect all age
groups and the issues it raises will
affect almost every aspect of our lives;
the structure of the economy must
adapt to incorporate an older
workforce and the norm of retiring at
65 may need to be readdressed.
Changes to the way we operate in the
workplace to adjust to an aging
population doesn't tackle the whole issue.
In 2001, more than one in five people
over 50 (2.8 million) living in private
households in England and Wales were
providing unpaid care to an elder.
People living for longer means chronic
diseases, including cardiovascular
problems, will increase. By 2031, the
NHS predict that the number of cases
of coronary heart disease will rise by

44%; the number of cases of heart
failure by 54%, and the number of cases
of atrial fibrillation by 46%. Judging by
these statistics Birmingham and our
society needs to support older people to
stay in work or continue to be active in
the community and when they cannot
care for themselves provide tenable care
that gives them good quality of life.
One initiative that is looking to do just
that is Birmingham's £10m Smile
Appeal to deliver health and leisure
facilities within five flagship retirement
villages by 2012. The Smile Appeal is
the vision of Midland's charity The
ExtraCare Charitable Trust, which is the
largest charitable and social housing
project of its kind in the UK.

“One in four older people
admit the quality of their
life has deteriorated in the
last 12 months”
Primarily available to city residents at an
affordable cost, the village properties will
surround a 'social hub', a village centre
with 15 facilities including a fitness gym,
I.T. centre, restaurant, bar, craft-room
and greenhouse; each will include a freeaccess well-being centre and a benefits
advice service. Nearly 2,000 households
have already expressed interest in the
first 260-home village in New Oscott,
opening in 2010.
Elaine Clarke, fundraiser for the charity,
said: “For too long our society has
accepted older people as frail, isolated
and struggling to make ends meet. Now
older people can socialise in safe
surroundings.”
Across Birmingham Help the Aged and
Age Concern help older people in the
community by providing support

services, referrals, legal and financial
services and support for how to stay
healthy. More than 37,000 people
accessed the services provided by the
charity from April 2007 to March 2008;
its most used services were the day
centres and the lunch clubs.
According to a recent report by newly
merged Age Concern and Help the Aged,
one in four UK older people (24%)‚ the
equivalent of nearly 2.5 million
individuals‚ admit their quality of life has
deteriorated in the last 12 months.
“One Voice: Shaping our ageing
society”‚ a landmark report for older
people‚ examines the issues facing older
people in the UK: poverty‚ age
discrimination‚ isolation and lack of care
and support.
Michelle Mitchell‚ Charity Director for
Age Concern and Help the Aged‚ said:
“Attitudes to older people are stuck in
the past. The care and support system
for older people is on the brink of
collapse and older people's experiences
of isolation and exclusion have largely
been ignored. The public finances are
not a bottomless pit and tough choices
will have to be made. Adapting to an
ageing society requires changes by
businesses‚ society and individuals‚ as
well as increased public investment.”
If Birmingham is to better serve the
city's elderly population many believe
greater emphasis needs to be placed on
changing perceptions about older people
and ensuring that translates into better
services and activities, changes to the
structure of the work place and more
funding to care for long-term illness.
In the future, Birmingham's claim to be
Europe's youngest city may still ring true,
but it will be its aging population that is
likely to require the greatest resource.
13
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Birmingham’s canals
fuel industrial might
y the eighteenth century Birmingham was emerging as the centre of the
nation's industrial might. The big issue was getting raw materials in - and
output out. Isabel Monk tells the story of Birmingham's canal network.

B

On 24 January 1767 a number of
prominent Birmingham businessmen,
including Matthew Boulton and others
from the Lunar Society, held a public
meeting in the White Swan, High Street,
Birmingham to consider building a canal
from Birmingham to the Staffordshire
and Worcestershire Canal near
Wolverhampton, taking in the coalfields
of the Black Country. After an Act of
Parliament in 1768, James Brindley was
commissioned to plan and supervise the
construction of the waterway that went
through Smethwick, Oldbury, Tipton,
Bilston and Wolverhampton to Aldersley.
Known now as the 'father of the canals',
Brindley was a millwright by trade.
Despite the complexity of his canal work,
he famously did not work from plans,
neither did he put his ideas down on
paper. A workaholic, he was man of few
words, rarely communicating with his

employees, making it difficult to see how
his incredible plans ever made it to reality.
By 1772 the full length of the canal from
Birmingham to Wolverhampton was
complete. The canal measured 22 miles
and 5 furlongs (22 miles) mostly following
the contour of the land but with
deviations to factories and mines in the
Black Country and Birmingham;
including a branch which led to Matthew
Boulton's Soho Manufactory.
For the next 100 years, the Midlands had
canal mania driven by the likes of James
Brindley, Samuel Simcock, Robert
Whitworth and Thomas Telford. During
the canals' hey day, the network stretched
for roughly 160 miles in a complicated
system of aqueducts, tunnels and locks,
which are still visible today. The canals
were so busy that gas lighting had to be
installed close to the canals so that twenty
four hour use was possible.

Despite the flourishing business, railways which appeared in the Midlands in 1838 posed potential competition. Their arrival
meant that the canals lost freight such as
coal and steel as they were easier to carry
by rail. However, trade did not disappear
completely to the railways and there was
always considerable traffic on the
Birmingham canals. Most of the mines
and works had been built around the
canal network meaning that the railways
were not so convenient.
It was only after the First World War
when trade began to significantly decline.
Many of the canal side industries were
closing down and strikes meant that
business struggled to move forward. By
1949, the annual tonnage had fallen to
1,219,607 and fifteen years later this total
had quartered. By 1980 nearly all
commercial traffic on the canals
had disappeared.
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Canals still give the city a unique quality, Phil Clayton tells us why...
Phil Clayton member
of The Birmingham
Canal Navigations Society

Despite the fact that the canals have
not been used for trade since the
1980s, there are those who greatly
admire the canals for their past and
present beauty. The Birmingham
Canal Navigations Society (BCNS)
aims to conserve, improve and
encourage a wide range of interests in
the 100 mile network of canals in and
around Birmingham. Phil Clayton, a
member of the BCNS, said: “Thirty
years ago the canal was a secret world
hidden away behind walls and doors.
Most trading had ceased and the
canals offered a quiet retreat, rundown and dilapidated but with a
charm of their own. Much of that
has changed with the redevelopment
of the city centre, but there are still
places where the character shows
through the modern veneer. A misty
early morning descent of Farmer's
Bridge locks or a night time cruise

Stewart Aqueduct

along the Worcester Birmingham
canal from the city centre gives a
flavour of what used to be.”
Phil said: “The canals gave the
impetus to the industrial development
of Birmingham, by providing a cheap
reliable way of bringing in coal. As
more and more canals were built,
more industries developed around
them and the Birmingham Canal
Network (BCN) became the busiest
canal in Britain. The canals
encouraged and sustained the city's
industrial growth and prosperity over
the better part of two centuries.”
With different waterways and
hideaways to explore, the canals are

continually surprising, Phil said: “Just
four miles along the cut from the city
centre towards Wolverhampton is one
of my favourite places on the BCN. A
secretive, out of the way spot which is
passed unknowingly by thousands
every day on the main line railway
and motorway. At the Stewart
Aqueduct, Thomas Telford's canal of
1829 burrows under James Brindley's
earlier navigation while the
Birmingham and Wolverhampton
railway runs alongside and the M5
motorway crosses them all. At this
one point there are two centuries of
transport history compressed into a
hundred vertical feet.”

18th century map of navigable canals from Birmingham to Autherley
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Perspectives on the proposed Library of Birmingham

The proposal
In April, Dutch architect firm Mecanoo launched their concept designs for the new Library of Birmingham.
Here are the designs:

Artist’s impression of proposed amphitheatre

Artist’s impression from the inside looking out over centenary Square and an imagined skyline

A circular open-air
amphitheatre in front of the
building has been proposed
to create a visual link
between the Library at
Lower Ground Level and
Centenary Square.
It will provide natural
light and a sheltered
outdoor space for
staging events.

16

Our vision is to be a library like no other,
the best public library in the world.
Integrated with Birmingham Repertory
Theatre it will create a unique centre for
learning, information and culture. It will be
an enduring beacon for Birmingham,
raising the city’s international profile and
achieving excellence with local communities.
Accessible and welcoming to all, it will reach
out to some of the city’s most disadvantaged
citizens. It will be a universal meeting place,
a hub for the region, an engine for the
knowledge and creative economies. Through
written, printed, audio, visual and
interactive resources and technologies the
Library of Birmingham will link the people
of Birmingham to the world. It will bring
the world to Birmingham.

The large entrance canopy will be a main
focal point for the front facade. The
outside of the building is characterised by
a metal filigree of circles and the interior
is shaped by overlapping rotundas.
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Perspectives on the proposed Library of Birmingham

Big Interview:

Francine Houben, of Dutch firm Mecanoo
Architecten, principal architect of the new Library

Concept designs for Birmingham's new central library have been unveiled. But for
many, the jury is still out. Is it sufficiently Birmingham? Does it overpower the
neighbouring buildings? Members of Birmingham Civic Society's planning
committee posed the questions to Francine Houben.
It was in 1861 - Birmingham's heyday of philanthropic city
fathers and industry - that the city's first public lending
Library opened. The current Birmingham Central Library,
opened in 1974, is one of the busiest in Europe. But the
City Council believes its Library and Archive Service has
outgrown the current facilities, and needs a new building
to realise its ambitions.
Competition to design the new Library was fierce, but it
was Dutch firm Mecanoo Architecten who was appointed
by the Council.
Let's start with an easy one. How did you feel when
you heard of your appointment?
I like Birmingham, I love coming here and I'm really proud
to be a part of creating history for Birmingham. I am
inspired by the energy of this great city. I hope that the
adventure of going through the building will draw many
more people towards the joy of learning and reading, and
even just simply to experience the pleasure of social
interaction that a great public space can provide. I have
designed the new Library to draw people from not only the
local population, but from all over the world as visitors to
Birmingham, a city reborn as a cultural destination. The
Library of Birmingham is designed to be a place for the

dissemination of ideas and information, a social heart of the
city; a second home for Birmingham's diverse community.
What is the thinking behind producing an
asymmetrical building form that breaks away from
the general context of Centenary Square?
The only symmetrical building is Baskerville House but
what we did try to do is make three plazas on the square
with every building with its own identity and its own
material. The key to the Mecanoo design is the principle
that The Birmingham Repertory Theatre, the Library of
Birmingham and Baskerville House will together form an
ensemble of three distinct building identities fronting
Centenary Square. Baskerville House, a monumental
limestone building designed in 1936, The Birmingham
Repertory Theatre (The REP), a concrete clad building
designed in 1964, and the Library of Birmingham,
designed in 2009, a transparent glass building wrapped in a
delicate metal filigree, inspired by the rich and proud
history of this former industrial city with a tradition of
craftsmanship. These three complementary characters will
define and influence the public space of Centenary Square
on a more human and intimate scale.
These three palazzos will be a part an urban narrative
17
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Perspectives on the proposed Library of Birmingham
experience from different periods of Birmingham's urban
history. Pedestrians will walk along what I call 'the red line',
the busiest pedestrian route of the city, which connects the
Bullring, New Street Station, Victoria Square, Centenary
Square, through the International Conference Centre
towards the red and blue brick Canal district. Walking from
The Bull Ring until the canal district you see the history of
the city in all these different buildings so we really wanted
to make a building that doesn't look like Baskerville House,
that doesn't look like The REP or The ICC.
The metalwork to the facade of the building is not
unique to the proposed Birmingham Library; can
you reassure us that the design of the Library is
special to Birmingham?
The circular pattern of the façade's metalwork speaks to
Birmingham's industrial heritage and craftsmanship, we
wanted to make a building that symbolises Birmingham;
its history, culture and global allure. For me the circle, as
the one of the simplest and most fundamental forms
known to man, is understood and recognised equally by
people from all over the world. For me the archetypal
form of the circle embodies universality and timelessness.
This new building symbolises what Birmingham is: a
global city with a local heart.
The circle, the rotunda became a theme that is carried
throughout the building, not just on its facade. We have
introduced an experiential and unique journey through the
Library. Escalators and travelators dynamically placed in
the heart of the building interconnect circular voids. These
overlapping rotundas create constantly changing vistas as
visitors ascend to the public levels while passing by other
levels such as archives storage and staff areas. The
rotundas also provide natural light and ventilation. The
changing atmospheres provide varied and multiple
opportunities for unexpected collective encounters and
diverse social and learning experiences.
The mass of the Library builds up considerably
towards Baskerville House. How do you see the
space between these two buildings developing?
I think for me it's very important that the space between
the two buildings is about 15 or 16 metres wide - the size
of a normal European street. I think it will be a paved
road, maybe with some trees along it but it should be a
pleasant pedestrian street. In this way the two buildings
connect but remain distinct.
How will pedestrians in Centenary Square interact
with the large subterranean open air amphitheatre?
The idea to create the open-air amphitheatre was inspired
by Birmingham's soft hills and their relationship with the
built environment; for example, in Centenary Square trains
going underneath the square. The amphitheatre is a
vehicle that symbolises the identity of Birmingham having
all sorts of things happening underground. As people walk
on what I call the red line, the pedestrian road through the
city, through Centenary Square, on the right hand you will
have the canopy and on the left side you will walking in the
18

public space almost through the Library, but you are still
outside. The grand circular open-air amphitheatre creates
a dramatic visual link between the Library's lower ground
level and Centenary Square, and provides natural light and
an outdoor space for staging events.
Have you considered building this Library with the
environment in mind? How has that been
incorporated into the design of the building?
The environment is a very important issue to Mecanoo
and we always aim to create sustainable buildings. The
Library of Birmingham is being designed to achieve a
BREEAM excellent rating. To accomplish this, a variety
of energy saving techniques will be adopted. Although the
Library is a transparent building it will maintain energy
efficiency through the careful selection of materials and
the use of mass and shading in the design detailing. At the
same time the design is such as to invite natural daylight
deep in the building. Another green feature will be the
outdoor terraces of the library which will be like raised city
gardens with views over the square and there could also be
future potential for additional environmental
enhancements within Centenary Square itself.
How will The REP be affected by the new design?
The REP, with its unique and beautiful auditorium will be
kept and renovated and will be integrated with the Library
at ground floor. The back of house area facing the City
Centre Gardens will be demolished and updated with state
of the art accommodations for loading and unloading.
New workshops, staff accommodations and a shared 300seat theatre and foyer space will be created for both The
REP and the Library.
Do you think that the site is too small for a building
of this size and will overpower the Square?
I think it's so important for such a building as the Library
to have a presence in the centre of Birmingham. We will
build it in good proportions for the square. In terms of
how it compares to the existing Library, it will be some 20
per cent larger and will also yield more value from the
space it provides, thus ironing out very significant
inefficiencies built into the design of the present Library.
As a result, it will be capable of taking visitor numbers
from about 4,500 per day up to about 10,000 per day.
The new building will be designed to function flexibly
around rapidly developing new digital technologies,
creating new opportunities for learning and access. It will
provide increased space and improved climatic conditions
for storage of the Library's world famous archives,
collections of photography, and Early and Fine Printing
including rare treasures such as the Shakespeare First Folio
of 1623 and JJ Audubon's Birds of America, one of the
world's largest books. Exhibition space will be dramatically
increased to allow for improved public access to the
archives and visiting exhibitions.
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Perspectives on the proposed Library of Birmingham

Birmingham Civic Society gives its verdict
Is the design unique to Birmingham? Freddie
Gick, Chairman of the Civic Society, gives his
thoughts on the new designs

Birmingham Civic Society Planning
Committee chair Paul Lister, makes a
final comment on Francine's responses

Much has been said in the media that the exterior
design of the proposed Library of Birmingham is
similar to that of another creation of Mecanoo: den
Haag's International Criminal Court.
Indeed, the spirographic-like circles surrounding the
proposed design for the new library do look
remarkably similar to those on Mecanoo's design for
the court - albeit that the structure is significantly
different. In fairness, the design for the criminal court
was submitted by Mecanoo as one of 19 entries from
all over the world as part of an international
architectural competition for the new building.
Mecanoo was not one of the three winners
announced in the Hague in November 2008. In
consequence, their proposed design will not be built.
But as one of the commentators in the Birmingham
Post observed, it does prompt a question as to how
distinctive the design is to Birmingham. (That same
commentator also observed that the proposed design
for the International Criminal Court could be found
on Mecanoo's website. Correct me if I am wrong, but
it is no longer there.)
Of course, the circle is one of our most useful
geometric shapes. You don't have to go too far before
you see one: wheels, machine parts, containers - the
Rotunda even. And da Vinci's Vitruvian Man is
possibly the one of the most famous correlations of
human proportions to the circle.
So there is nothing wrong with circles per se, it is just
that in striving to develop the new library - Europe's
largest library - we might have expected an exterior
design that is totally unique to Birmingham and not
one similar to a design that others have seen before.
This is something of a shame as some of the design
concepts for the proposed plaza that fronts the new
library and some remarkable interior design - are
worthy of acclaim. But we also need an exterior that
speaks of Birmingham and the bringing together of
people from throughout the world. Perhaps that is
where the circle comes in.

The Planning Committee appreciate the time
taken by Francine to answer some searching
questions. Unfortunately we are left with
many more.
Is the design striving to produce something that
the City will consider to be instantly 'iconic' or
is the site simply too small?
The team at Mecanoo are clearly extremely
capable of producing great architecture but
with this design many of us remain
unconvinced. It has produced neither a
“WOW” nor an outrage. It would be a
significant wasted opportunity if the Library of
Birmingham just joins the collection of 'B'
rated buildings by 'A' star architects in the City.
Perhaps more design time and less haste to
build something is what's required.

Mencanoo’s concept designs for the International Criminal Court
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HEAD TO HEAD
With Birmingham becoming a plural city by 2020 citizenship
has a vital part to play in creating a cohesive society. Discuss...
irmingham is one of the leading cities in the UK for
ethnic diversity. While Birmingham and Britain is proud
to embrace diversity, many feel an increasing need to
retain or regain a sense of Britishness and thereby a sense of
being a British citizen.
However, defining Britishness is tantalisingly difficult, disparate
values, symbols, songs, stories and icons all jostle to be counted
as quintessentially British. A fundamental bedrock of uniting
our city and country is identifying that sense of belonging to
understand what it means to be a citizen of Birmingham, of
England, of Britain.
The elementary question: 'What is citizenship?' may seem
obvious but when providing a definitive definition what do you
include? Is it just the status of being a citizen or must it refer to
the membership of a community, or allude to the quality of
that membership?
Collins dictionary defines it as “the condition or status of a
citizen, with its rights and duties.” Merriam-Webster dictionary
describes citizenship as “the status of being a citizen and the
quality of an individual's response to membership in a
community.” The status of a citizen is defined by law, but at
the heart of “active” citizenship are the ideas of
responsibilities, rights and duties.

B
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So if Birmingham is heading towards plurality and is already
vibrantly diverse then should we as citizens of Birmingham take
more interest in citizenship and how it could benefit everyone?
Several people, the general public, MPs and academics were
asked what they thought about citizenship. First was Rob
Langley, chairman of the Citizenship Committee:
"The problem with our ‘take’ culture is that it doesn't enable
a successful and sustainable community of 'active citizens.'
Without active citizens the places we live and work would be
very different.
“Active Citizens become councillors and MPs and help govern
towns and cities, active citizens sit on boards and committees
and help run charities, schools, and business improvement
districts like the new Colmore BID and active citizens
volunteer and run Birmingham Civic Society.
“Birmingham Civic Society's Citizenship Committee currently
works with more than 2,000 secondary school students from
across Birmingham including students from all backgrounds
and walks of life. The Next Generation Awards helps to get
young people thinking about the value of being an active
citizen and what they might do as adults to make an impact to
the communities they live in. The Citizenship Committee also
awards schools for projects such as those outlined by Gisela
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Stuart MP (below). It is imperative that people understand the
value of being an 'active citizen' in their place of work or
home and not just a 'passive citizen’.” Rob Langley, Chair of
Birmingham Civic Society's Citizenship Committee

understanding of their institutions, their history and their
shared values. The earlier we can start to build that
understanding, the better and stronger our society will
become.” Gisela Stuart Labour MP for Edgbaston

“I would define it as people helping the community, going out
of their way to make things better for other people. Supporting
the community and trying to help out like taking part in groups
and PTAs.” Neil, 17 yrs old

“Civic education is the right way to go; it's hard to create a
sense of national identity without acknowledging some shared
things. Not everything has to be shared - colour and god can
be different - but there has to be something in common.
There is a direct link between social involvement and quality of
life: communities with high levels of civic engagement have
lower crime rates, better schools, lower levels of teen
pregnancy, and less child abuse, drug use and juvenile
delinquency. Governments are more responsive, honest and
efficient, citizens to pay taxes and fulfill other civic obligations.
"Connected" people live longer, happier lives.” Robert
Putnam, political scientist and Harvard Professor of public
policy at the Harvard University John F. Kennedy School of
Government.

“Being a good citizen is someone who respects others and their
property. Someone who is helpful and considerate, who listens
to the views of others. Someone who looks out for their
neighbours and who is willing to help those who struggle to
help themselves. Someone who says thank you to the shop
assistant. A good citizen is someone who will hold the door
open for people behind them rather than letting it close in their
face.” Jill, 50 years old
“I don't even know what it means to be honest. It's not really
talked about. A citizen is obviously when you live in a place that's the only thing I think it could be.” Jaime, 31 yrs old
I would say an active citizen is like a pillar of the community;
people who volunteer or dads who help with school football
team training, people who serve their community. I think it's
important for everyone do their bit otherwise you will get
people who will just take, take, take. If everyone gives a little
bit then there's not one person doing it all, all of the time.”
David, 26yrs old
“It's a relatively meaningless term to me these days. I guess I
would more associate it with belonging to a country, in terms of
being a citizen of the UK or a citizen of Europe. I don't tend to
associate it with a town or local area.” Philip, 51 yrs old
“It's the community, the public or the Council. People have
responsibility for themselves and responsibility to make sure
that others are helped. I don't think everyone does it but I
think a lot of people do it automatically and don't realise
they're doing it.” Rosy, 19 yrs old
The importance of citizenship and actively engaging with our
role as citizens is becoming increasingly evident. The
government, keen to educate the next generation, has created
curriculum to teach our youngsters about citizenship.

It seems citizenship is the foundation of our society, to lose a
clear and common understanding of what it means to be a
citizen would be detrimental to community cohesion and
tolerance. When people are unsure of where they belong, they
cannot be proud of where they are from and some feel let
down by our country's lack of identity.
“As white people involved in the study were asked to talk about
Britishness, many immediately and spontaneously changed the
topic of discussion slightly talking instead about a perceived
decline in Britishness. This happened in all focus groups with
white people. They attributed the decline to four main causes:
the arrival of large numbers of migrants; the 'unfair' claims
made by people from ethnic minorities on the welfare state; the
rise in moral pluralism; and the failure to manage ethnic
minority groups properly, due to what participants called
political correctness.” Commission for Racial Equality report
entitled Citizenship and Belonging: What is Britishness? 2005
As Gordon Brown said in 1998 when he was Lord Chancellor:
"We should not, must not, dare not, be complacent about the
health and future of British democracy. Unless we become a
nation of engaged citizens, our democracy is not secure."

"Citizenship is more than a subject. If taught well and tailored
to local needs, its skills and values will enhance democratic life
for all of us, both rights and responsibilities, beginning in
school and radiating out." Bernard Crick, National
Curriculum Citizenship, 1999
“Making citizenship a classroom subject isn't about replacing
the role of wider society; it is about encouraging and
supporting it. There are some excellent examples in my
constituency of schools working in partnership with the local
community, tackling local issues like the environment and
building a sense of shared responsibility. Many schools now
have their own School Councils, giving youngsters direct
experience of what it means to be an active citizen.
“Successful societies work because there is a common
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Planning committee support Edgbaston
plans - but does design stand the test?
irmingham Civic Society's
planning committee has
supported plans for the
re-development at Warwickshire
County Cricket Club, at Edgbaston.
The proposals have hit the headlines of
late as the club endeavour to secure its
long-term future as a Test Match status
ground and its reputation as an
international cricketing venue.
Birmingham City Council has now agreed
to the £32 million plans.
The re-development of the centre pavilion
and new permanent flood lights are the
only major work to the ground itself and
will increase the capacity from 22,000 to
around 25,000.
In order to make the project commercially

B

viable, the mixed use development of the
corner of Edgbaston Road and Pershore
Road are key to funding the improvements.
The site will potentially include office and
residential space, a hotel, retail, leisure and
conferencing facilities. These
improvements would give a much needed
faced lift to the hundred year old ground
and would emphasise its standing as a
landmark site for Birmingham.
The Planning Committee do have issues
with the design of the front façade,
deeming it as not of the expected quality
for a venue of this standing. The
committee have also taken on board the
concerns of local residents about the
permanent flood lights and the potential
traffic congestion. The committee are

satisfied that the flood lights are assured to
be the least intrusive possible and the
traffic congestion due to the commercial
development is currently being addressed
by the Club.
Glyn Pitchford of the Civic Society, who is
also business representative to the City
Region of Birmingham, Coventry and the
Black Country and a consultant to
WCCC, said: “The re-development of the
ground and surrounding site are crucial to
Birmingham. It is great news for the city
that the cricket ground plans were
successfully passed by the council's
planning committee. Cricket is big business
for the city, especially if the ground can tap
into the Asian market where Edgbaston
cricket ground is well recognised.”

Singers Hill Synagogue visit hits a high note
Birmingham Civic Society got a guided tour at Singers Hill
Synagogue to learn about a building steeped in history.
Yvonne Maslen recalls the day.
The morning of Sunday, 22nd February was cold but sunny
when 35 Society members and friends met in the almost
deserted street outside Singers Hill Synagogue in the centre of
Birmingham. Singers Hill is the Jewish “Cathedral” of
Birmingham but confusingly is not in Singers Hill - in fact
there is no Singers Hill which makes life difficult for the casual
visitor. Legend has it that when the Synagogue was built (on a
hill) it had a reputation for having a very good choir and
became known unofficially as Singers Hill (the singers on the
hill) - a name which has become official over time.
At 10 am we were greeted by the Administrator of the
Synagogue, Bernard Gingold, who was to be our guide and
fount of all knowledge regarding the history and folklore of
the Orthodox Jewish faith.
Firstly we were taken into what in the Christian faith would
have been called a side chapel but which was the children's
synagogue where amongst other things young children are
taught the rudiments of their faith and the names of the
various ceremonies and artefacts.
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From here we were led into the main Synagogue designed by
Yeoville Thomason who also designed the Council House.
This building pre-dated the Council House and rumour has it
that Thomason was chosen to design the Council House on
the strength of his lovely design for the Synagogue. The first
impression of the building is of light coming from two floors
of windows on each side which together with the many
chandeliers and the light finish of the walls gave an immediate
rush of winter sunshine into the room.
Bernard told us about the running of the Synagogue, its
relationship to the other non-orthodox Synagogue in the city
and the basic tenets by which modern day Jews live. Following
this Bernard unlocked the Ark of the Covenant which contains
the Torah scrolls, the most sacred symbol of God's presence
amongst the Hebrew people.
Finally, we sat down and Bernard told us about the various
services they have and the other activities which the
community take part in. This was followed by quite a lengthy
question and answer session which Bernard dealt with frankly
and with good humour. As we emerged into the still sunny and
cold street we were all agreed that it had been an incredibly
interesting experience.
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Society sculptor prepares for
'Shaping Nature' exhibition
Viv Astling, Civic Society member and retired local authority
chief executive turned sculptor, has teamed up with artist
David White to open an exhibition inspired by nature. The
creative duo took time out of their preparations for the
opening in June to talk about their passion for art.

Viv Astling, has always been a prolific
supporter of the arts and once retired
realised a hidden talent for sculpting. He
explained: “I have been interested in
sculpture for most of my life admiring
the work of early 20th Century sculptors,
especially Eric Gill and Jacob Epstein.
While I was working in local government
I had the opportunity to influence the
public agenda during the 17 years I was
Chief Executive of Walsall and then
Dudley Councils.
“At Walsall I recommended that the
Garman Ryan Collection - containing a
number of Epstein's works - should be
moved from its unsuitable location in the
Central Library to its own dedicated
venue. It was greeted with disinterest and
some hostility in the 1980s - but now it
has been re-housed I smile whenever I
visit the new Art Gallery.
“Dudley were much more receptive
spending £400,000 on Public Art along
the Dudley Southern Bypass and for the

Millennium commissioned six fantastic
pieces of glass sculpture for Broadfield
House,” he recalled.
But it was only when Viv retired from
local government that he was able to
replace the pen with the chisel
permanently.
“Ten years ago I enrolled on a
Foundation Course at Dudley College.
After completing various courses with my
colleagues in the Shapeshifters Sculpture
Group we now hire studio facilities from
the College.”
Viv principally works with stone and the
technique he uses in carving is extractive.
“Whilst this simplifies what I do with the
stone it does limit the design options. I
have to ask myself - can I turn any
mistakes into a feature of the work? My
current theme is natural forms. This
partly arose from my post-local
government career as Chairman of the
National Forest Company for six years, at
the end of which the company
commissioned me to produce a 2 tonne
sculpture with a woodland theme on a
roundabout in South Derbyshire.”
Viv's commission's for the exhibition
entitled 'Shaping Nature', with David
White at the RBSA, uses in 11 different
types of stone. The stimuli for Viv's
carving are seeds, fruits and leaves. Viv
wanted his work to show how varied
stone can be and that, unlike Epstein, it
need not be monumental. Some of the
sculptures in the series are small enough
to fit into the palm of your hand.
The other half of this creative
partnership is David White - an elected
member of three art societies all of
which began in the 19th century: The
Easel Club, The Birmingham Art Circle
and The Royal Birmingham Society of
Artists, of which he is also a council
member.
David explained that his artistic leaning
started young: “I developed my

“Curled form” sculpted from Polyphant stone

childhood interest in art while serving in
the Royal Air Force. I trained as an artist
at Birmingham College of Art and
graduated as a teacher at Leicester
College of Art. Subsequently I gained an
MA in Art Education. I retired early
from teaching to become a full-time artist
in 1996.”
Like any artist David has been influenced
by others who have gone before.
“Influences on my work have been many
and varied but the common factor has
been their emotional impact: from the
stained glass windows of Chartres to the
quiet spirituality of a Rothko; from JMW
Turner to Georges Braque.”
David sums up his style: “I begin a print
or a painting with a sketch of observed
objects or figures as part of an imaginary
geometric structure set in a landscape.
This abstract design with collage
materials is sealed using non-yellowing
varnish. Oil-based printing ink is applied
to the surface to create a painting or
collagraph plate in readiness for printing.
I use imagined geometric forms as a
metaphor for human activity in seeking
to control our environment.”
The imaginative pair has both had an
interesting and unlikely journey that has
led them to become artists, proving that
you never know where your childhood
dreams might take you.
'Shaping Nature' opens Monday, June 29.
For more details see the events section,
page 28.

“Nature's Mystery”
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Ambitious ‘gallery
without walls’
n his tenth year as Director of Ikon, Birmingham's internationally
renowned gallery for contemporary art, Jonathan Watkins can not be
accused of complacency.

I

Ikon was first conceived as a 'gallery
without walls', an antithesis to exclusive
art establishments and galleries. Set up as
a co-operative in 1964 by a group of
artists who could not find anywhere
suitable in the city to show their brand of
contemporary art, Ikon took up residence
the following year in an octagonal glasswalled kiosk in Birmingham's brave new
Bullring precinct, adjacent to the
landmark Rotunda building.
Now based in a refurbished Victorian
schoolhouse in Brindleyplace, Ikon has
grown over time into a much larger
organisation: recognised worldwide for
innovation and excellence, yet proudly
maintaining the philosophy of its founders
of accessibility for all (all Ikon's exhibitions
are free to the public).
Since moving to Birmingham, Watkins has
been in heavy demand, both locally and
further afield. He has guest-curated a
number of prestigious exhibitions
including the Shanghai Biennale and Days
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Like These for the Tate Triennial, and has
served as a judge for the Turner Prize. He
has recently returned home from a
research trip to Moscow, and is on the way
to China where he will curate an
exhibition for Shanghai University.
“I do travel a lot! But there is a reason Ikon is more outgoing and more
internationalist than ever before. At the
same time though, we recognise the need
to be locally engaged and committed to
our role as producers. People in the arts
often talk about their work being 'artist-led'
or 'audience-led', but I like to think that we
are 'Ikon-led', that is, we transmit new
ideas out into the wider world,” he says.
Ikon's main Brindleyplace gallery houses
a rolling programme of exhibitions,
developed by Ikon's three curators
(including Watkins himself). Numerous
international artists have made their first
major exhibitions at Ikon, while leading
British artists have also been welcomed Ikon's famous lift, for example, carries an

Jonathan Watkins

installation designed by Turner-prize
winner Martin Creed and performed by
singers from Ex Cathedra.
A significant recent development in
Ikon's gallery programme is the
presentation of historical material
alongside work by contemporary or living
artists, with the aim of showing how art
history and contemporary practice
inform each other. The current
exhibition includes woodcuts by Thomas
Bewick (1753-1828) and contemporary
video works of by British artists John
Wood and Paul Harrison.
Off-site
Since 2000, the Off-site programme has
been a major focus of activity for Ikon and
it has a curator dedicated entirely to projects
outside the main Brindleyplace gallery.
Projects have taken place across the city
in a variety of locations, including
Mailbox, Botanical Gardens and the
Bullring markets, and often in
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Main image and inset bottom: John Wood and Paul Harrison: Some words. Inset top: Thomas Bewick: Tale - pieces

collaboration with other organisations.
Working away from the confines of a
gallery allows much greater flexibility for
artists, and can also help to challenge
people's expectations of where art can be
seen and by whom.
A typical example is the project in
autumn 2008 by Chinese artist He An,
who produced a huge illuminated sign
above Moat Lane Carpark, on the edge
of Digbeth. The sign, written in
Mandarin, carried the words 'I talked to
Ah Chang on the way to work. After
work I ended the relationship. I stood in
Paradise Circus and cried for hours...'.
Part of China Now, the UK's largest ever
festival of Chinese culture, the artist
sought to monumentalise the private
experiences of young people coming to
the city to find work.
Last year, Ikon presented a series of
exhibitions in Perrott's Folly, the 18th
century tower in Edgbaston. Reputed to
be one of the inspirations for Tolkien's
Two Towers in The Lord of the Rings
trilogy, the historic building had been
closed to the public for twenty years
before Ikon's involvement.
More activity is taking place at Perrott's
Folly this year - one of the planned
exhibitions is by Japanese sound artist
Yukio Fujimoto, who intends to fill the

tower with the sound of 1,111 ticking
clocks. The tower has 139 step spiral
staircase and five floors that take in
stunning views of Edgbaston, the
reservoir, Ladywood and other
surrounding parts of the city.
“As visitors climb the narrow staircase the
ticking will intensify until they reach
white noise at the top,” says Watkins.
“The implication is of time ticking along.
I find this idea particularly compelling
when housed in this most historic (and at
risk) Birmingham building”.
Other off-site plans for 2009 include the
customising of a canal boat by
Birmingham artists Tom and Simon
Bloor. The barge, covered in dazzle
camouflage inspired by ships from the
First World War, will travel between
Brindleyplace and Ikon Eastside in a
four-hour journey, with visitors able to
hop on and off along the way.
Ikon Eastside
Ikon's off-site activity links nicely with
Birmingham's schemes of redevelopment,
and nowhere is this more apparent than in
Ikon Eastside in Digbeth.
The inner-city manufacturing district is
earmarked for regeneration, with a
particular emphasis on the cultural
industries. Ikon is particularly committed

to having a permanent presence in this
area of the city, and has been presenting
an ambitious programme of exhibitions,
artist's residencies, talk and events in the
area since November 2005, at first moving
between various venues but now housed in
a former factory space on Fazeley Street.
Ikon Eastside reopened for its summer
2009 season on May 1, and projects for
the summer include screenings from
pioneering filmmaker Jozef Robakowski,
a dance installation by Siobhan Davies
Dance Company and work by the Indian
RAQs Media Collective.
So what next for Ikon? There is much
debate about the possibility of a Museum
of Modern Art for Birmingham, and
Ikon is at the centre of the campaign to
make the idea a reality. The scheme has
won the support of Sir Nicholas Serota,
Director of Tate, who has already offered
loans from the Tate collection.
This is a long-term dream for Watkins,
who points out that such a museum really
is a necessity for Birmingham. “Most
major international cities in the world
have a highly reputable contemporary
arts offer. The proposed museum would
position Birmingham in a global context
as a forward thinking, ambitious, diverse
and celebratory place in which to invest,
visit, work, study or live.”
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Letters to the editor
Dear Editor,
Thank you for publishing my last letter.
My points are, naturally, matters for debate, but I feel
strongly that Birmingham has had and should continue
to have a very specific visual as well as municipal
personality. There has always been rapid change and
development, as Freeth's poem 'I can't find
Brummagem' indicates. But we need to balance this
with some stability. I would like my grandchildren's
generation to want to stay here as a matter of choice
and for this we need a focus on creating an attractive,
elegant city as well as, of course, a prosperous one.
Multi-culture is no problem (see the Birmingham
mosque and the Chinese monument at Holloway Head),
but large scale glass buildings, inappropriately located,
may be less appealing.
Strengthening major British cities vis-à-vis London is on
the agenda. Continental models should be studied

carefully; their history, town planning, architecture,
attitude to heritage, transport solutions, relations with
their regional hinterlands and much else. There have
been many encouraging signs in Birmingham over the
last twenty years but a great deal more needs to be done
along the same lines.
I will restrain myself from going on at greater length.
Edward Chitham

Dear Editor,
I have just joined the Society, and was pleased to read
the articles in the current edition, perceptive and
thought provoking. I particularly welcome the views of
Freddie Gick on the transport situation. If the Society
can help improve this, we will all benefit. I live in
Stafford but travel to Birmingham regularly, and my
experience suggests that the two key issues are New
Street Station and the use of cars in the city centre.
One of my first memories at age 5 is of being on a
stationary train in the tunnels at New Street. That was
in the steam era. Fifty five years later trains still stop in
approaching New Street because of congestion. It is
clear there is no point in building a new station unless
traffic is taken out to relieve the pressure. Yet I hear a
proposal to put a metro extension from Snow Hill to
New Street. This is ludicrous. Why is Moor Street not
being developed - or a new station entirely?
Driving into the city centre is never easy, and parking is
ludicrously difficult. Yet the major problem for anyone
using the city centre for evening concerts and other
events is the unreliability of the trains. Anyone trying to
travel after 9.30 risks finding the trains cancelled or non
existent, making travelling back stressful and difficult.
So the car becomes the only option. This is not only
true for the centre, it is also true of Villa Park where the
club seems unable to look at travel arrangements for
the fans.
I hope the Society can take up these issues and help
bring about positive changes, which are well overdue.
Trevor Fisher

If you would like to comment on any of the topics discussed
in this issue contact details are on page three.
26
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Membership
Do you have a passion for Birmingham? If you want to learn more about the city
and indeed would like to help make it a better place in which to live, then you
really do need to be become a member of Birmingham Civic Society.
As a member of the Society you will be able to:
• Join an extensive programme of visits, lectures, formal and informal social functions. (Certain events are
specifically intended for corporate members.)
• Contribute your views on decisions on all aspects of the development of the city
• Participate in the citizenship, heritage, planning and environmental/tree planning programmes
In addition you will receive the highly acclaimed Birmingham Perspectives magazine that not only promotes the
work of the Society but stimulates debate and discussion.
You will also be eligible to join one of the committees or stand for
election to the board of Trustees and play a part in the management
of the Society. Above all, you will have a real sense of being involved
with Birmingham; being informed about what is planned and having
an opportunity to influence important developments and decisions.
Accountants
Alden & Co, Anthony Taylor & Co., Barnett Ravenscroft LLP, BDO Stoy Hayward
LLP, Collinsons Chartered Accountants, Deloitte LLP, KPMG, Marcus and Company,
Mazars, PKF (UK) LLP, PricewaterhouseCoopers

Architects
3DReid, Bournville Architects, Brophy Riaz & Partners, Bryant Priest Newman Ltd,
Crouch Butler Savage Limited, Malcolm Payne Group Ltd, PCPT Architects Limited,
Seymour Harris Architecture, Weedon Partnership

Banks
Bank of Scotland Corporate, Lloyds TSB Bank Plc

Business Consultants/Services
Atkins Consultants, Caret Ltd, Emprima Ltd, Faithful and Gould, Pertemps,
Wakemans Ltd

Education
Aston University, Birmingham City University, Moseley School, University College
Birmingham, University of Birmingham

Hospitality
Hotel du Vin, Marriott Hotel, Redcliffe Catering Ltd

Insurance/Assurance
BHSF Group Ltd, Perkins Slade Ltd, Wesleyan Assurance Society

Investment
Brewin Dolphin Securities, EFG Harris Allday, Citi Quilter, PMG Investments
Limited, Smith & Williamson

Lawyers
Anthony Collins Solicitors, Benussi & Co, Blackhams, Buller Jeffries, Challinors,
Cobbetts, DLA LLP, Eversheds, HBJ Gateley Wareing, Hammonds, Irwin Mitchell,
Martineau, Marks & Clerk LLP, Mills & Reeve, Needham & James, Robin Simon
LLP, Rutherfords, Shakespeare Putsman, Shoosmiths, St Philips, The Wilkes
Partnership, Tyndallwoods Solicitors, Wragge and Co. LLP

Manufacturing
W G Eaton Ltd

Member/Trade Organisations
Birmingham Assay Office, Birmingham Chamber of Commerce, Campaign for Real
Ale, Institute of Directors, Kings Heath Business Association, The Royal Institution of
Charterd Surveyors

Support Organisations
Aston Science Park, The Birmingham Botanical Gardens and Glasshouses, Broadway
Kitchens & Bedrooms, Marketing Birmingham Limited, Professional Polishing
Services Ltd, RWEnpower, Town Hall & Symphony Hall

Property
Argent Estates Ltd, Atisreal, Birmingham Mailbox Ltd, Bruton Knowles, Calthorpe
Estates, City Spirit Ltd, Curry & Partners, DTZ, Eric J Mouzer FRICS FCIArb, GVA
Grimley, Hortons' Estate Limited King Sturge, Knight Frank, Mainstay Group, MIA
Property Group, Midland Heart Ltd, Nurton Developments, Phoenix Beard, Willmott
Dixon Construction

Public Relations
Barques Design Ltd, Clarke Associates UK Ltd

Transport
Birmingham International Airport Ltd, Chiltern Railways
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EVENTS
JUNE
Saturday June 20 Sunday August 30

JUNE
Venue: Botanical Gardens
and Glasshouses

Venue: Centenary Square, Birmingham
City Centre

Sunday June 21

Wednesday June 24 –
Saturday June 27

Venue: All around the city

Love and Loss

Saturday July 4

Two ballets by David Bintley accompany
a classic from Frederick Ashton. The
classical perfection of Mozart's music is
mirrored in David Bintley’s elegant
choreography for Galanteries. This ballet
is pure entertainment – a melding of
beautiful, unpretentious music and dance.
Wed 24 - Sat 27 June 7.30pm & Sat 27
June 2.30pm, Thur 25 June, 2pm
Prices range from £13.50 to £45.00.

Hark! I hear Musick! An evening
with Matthew Boulton and Friends

Venue: Birmingham Hippodrome

Join singers and actors from the Crescent
Theatre in an evening of words and
music celebrating the joys of summer.
Solo, part songs and readings from
across the centuries promise an evening
of pleasure and delight.
Tickets: £10 (No concessions) 7.30pm

Friday June 26

Sunday June 21
Midsummer Big Band Music
Evening at Birmingham's
Botanical Gardens
For the fifth year running N.C. BIG
BAND presents continuous music from
6.30pm through to 10.00pm.Bring a
picnic, rug or low chair and enjoy the
sophisticated atmosphere of your
Botanical Gardens. All proceeds from
this fund raising event will go towards
our continuing education programme.
Tickets: £12 in advance, £14 on the
night. Continuous music from 6.30pm
through to 10.00pm
www.birminghambotnicalgardens.org.uk
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Over 10 jazz-packed summer days from July
3rd to the 12th Birmingham will become
Jazz City UK, with more jazz per square
metre than has New Orleans. Events and
performances will be held around the city for
varying prices.
Booking hotline: 0121 454 7020. For further
information
www.birminghamjazzfestival.com

Music and Words for a
Summer Evening

Venue: The Ron Barber Studio Theatre

Friday July 3 - Sunday
July 13
Birmingham International Jazz
Festival

Made in Birmingham The 1886 Birmingham Exhibition of
Local Industries and Natural
History
Presented by Birmingham Library and
Archives, this outdoor exhibition explores one
of the most important public demonstrations
of Birmingham's industrial prowess. The
original exhibition included 250 stands and
attracted over 400,000 people who viewed
this extraordinary industrial spectacle. Free
admission

JULY

Beyond the Barricade 10th
Anniversary Show
Beyond the Barricade, the most
successful and popular touring show of
its kind, returns with a brand new special
10th Anniversary production of the
show featuring international guitarist
and composer Gordon Giltrap.
Tickets: £22.50, £25. Starts at 7:30pm.
Venue: Symphony Hall

Monday June 29 Saturday July 11
Shaping Nature
An exhibition Paintings by David
White RBSA sculpture by Viv
Astling exploring the inspiring shapes
in nature.
For more information please email:
viv@astling.fsnet.co.uk or visit the
website: www.shapeshifters.org.uk
Venue: Royal Birmingham Society
of Artists

Enjoy an evening of Matthew Boulton's
favourite music, with readings from the
Matthew Boulton Papers. The CBSO
Baroque Ensemble with Natalie Clifton
Griffiths (soprano) and Nicholas Kingsley
(reader) will be performing.
Tickets: £12.00 available from: Gas Hall
Reception, Tel: 0121 303 1966
or The Birmingham Central Library, Tel:
1021 303 2323. 7.30 p.m
Venue: Birmingham Cathedral
(St Philip's, Colmore Row)

Saturday July 4
BCMG presents: For You - Music
Theatre Wales
Michael Berkeley and Ian McEwan's new
opera for Music Theatre Wales is a
thrilling tale of dark obsession and
misplaced passion. Tickets £10 - £15 7.30
p.m Tel: 0121 236 4455 or visit:
www.bcmg.org.uk
Venue: Birmingham Repertory Theatre

Saturday July 4
For You by Music Theatre Wales
An opera by Michael Berkeley and Ian
McEwan. The brilliantly crafted text by
Ian McEwan has all the elements that
have made his novels Atonement,
Enduring Love, Saturday and On Chesil
Beach number one bestsellers. Tickets
£10-£15, concessions available
Venue: Main House, the REP Theatre
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EVENTS
JULY
Tuesday July 14
A Summer Evening with Trees and
Pimms
Birmingham Trees for Life is delighted
to invite members of The Birmingham
Civic Society and Birmingham Future to
a Pimms and canapés reception, and will
include a short walk around the
Botanical Gardens' trees with an expert
member of Gardens staff. Tickets: With
tree sapling sponsorship £25, £10
without. 6.30p.m www.btfl.org.uk
e: bhamtreesforlife@gmail.com
Venue: The Loudon Suite, Birmingham
Botanical Gardens

AUGUST
Thursday August 6 Saturday August 8

Saturday May 2 - Monday
August 31

Latin Fever Presented in
Association with Raymond Gubbay
and Sadler's Wells

Silversmith

The dazzling partnership from the BBC's
Strictly Come Dancing will be joined by
four top Latin American dancing duos and
a nine-piece Latin Band for their
breathtaking voyage, which takes them
from the streets of Brazil to the bullrings of
Spain by way of a vibrant mix of dance
styles including the tango, rumba and chacha-cha. Tickets cost £15 - £32.50 7:30pm
Venue: Symphony Hall

Friday August 14 Saturday August 15
Shrewsbury Flower Show

Tuesday July 21
IDRS 2009 Opening Gala Concert
featuring Orchestra of the Swan
Join us for the opening gala concert of
IDRS 2009, a five-day festival celebrating
the unique nature of double reed
instruments. Tonight's programme is
packed with old favourites and new
concertos written for oboe and bassoon
performed by a host of world-class artists.
Free (part of registration fees) to IDRS
participants, limited number of public
tickets available - Adults £14 concessions
£12. 7.30pm
Venue: Town Hall

Sunday August 2
The Drum and Classical & Vision
Promotions presents: Third World
As Third World says, “If its music, sweet
music, let it play”, and that's exactly
what Jamaica's top reggae band will be
doing when they inject you with their
positive musical vibes and sweet sounds.
The band will be bringing the house
down; as they perform over 33 years of
hit songs. Doors open 9pm. Tickets: £20
adv, also available on the door

THROUGHOUT THE SUMMER

It is the world's longest-running
horticultural show and celebrates its
122nd anniversary in 2009, with around
75,000 visitors expected in the Quarry
over the two days.
Advance Ticket Price: Adult £16.00,
Over 60's £14.00, Child FREE
Venue: The Quarry

Mon August 4 Thursday August 21

The ThinkTank's resident Silversmith
uses traditional Birmingham
craftsmanship to create decorative items
out of silver bullion. Join him for a lively
chat and demonstration.
Most Saturdays between 10.00am 4.00pm. Free to Thinktank ticket holders
Venue: ThinkTank, Millennium Point

Friday May 8 - Sunday
September 6
Exotic Eccentricities
Petitot's 'Suite de Vases'
To a modern audience, this series of
designs for vases and other objects by the
French neo-classical draughtsman,
Eurimond Petitot, published in 1764, is
fascinating on account of its eccentric
aspects, often seeming to prefigure
surrealism. Acquired in 1964 but never
publicly displayed before, the prints have
been specially conserved for this
occasion.
Lunchtime Gallery Talk: Thursday 2
July at 1.30pm
Venue: Print Room 1, The Barber
Institute

The Big Picture's latest project:
the World Record Mosaic
The ThinkTank needs help to attach
110,000 photographs to 288 plywood
panels to create a mosaic the size of
three tennis courts outside ThinkTank.
Workshops run, 10am-4pm, for further
information and to get involved email
workshops@inthebigpicture.co.uk
Venue: ThinkTank

Farmer’s Markets around the city
Bearwood: Third Saturday of
every month
Harborne: Second Saturday of
every month
Moseley village: Last Saturday of
every month
Kings Norton, High Street: Second
Saturday of every month
King's Heath: First Saturday of
every month
University of Birmingham, main
campus: Fourth Wednesday of
every month
City centre, Upper New Street: First
and third Wednesday every month

Venue: The Drum
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Future Voice
by Matt Taylor, Chair of Birmingham Future

Highlighted by the recent visit of
entrepreneur Sir Alan Sugar, who was
in Birmingham to promote the
Government's Apprenticeship scheme and as we all deal with the challenges of
the worst recession for sixty years - it
seems that nurturing tomorrow's talent
and empowering future leaders has
become even more imperative.
Birmingham, of course, is no stranger
to inspirational leaders. From Joseph
Chamberlain, Matthew Boulton and
George Cadbury; to more recent

BYPY 2008

figures such as Sir Richard Knowles,
Sir Peter Rigby and Digby, Lord Jones
of Birmingham, civic, business and
other leaders of past and present have
all helped to shape Birmingham into
the proud city that it is today.
Sitting on the judging panel for this
year's Birmingham Young Professional
of the Year (BYPY) Awards, it was
apparent that many of tomorrow's
leaders are already emerging from the
city's burgeoning young professionals
community. When you look at the past
list of BYPY winners, from Argent's
Gary Taylor, who chaired this year's
Judging Panel, through to the likes of
Karl George and Stef Lewandowski,
you realise the impact young
professionals are already having on the
Birmingham landscape today.
Speaking to this year's candidates, I was
immediately inspired by their passion
for the city. Though many of them
have only started to establish their
careers, places and networks here in
our city, they have already made
30

outstanding contributions that will help
realise Birmingham's prospects.
Experience as both a young
professional working in Birmingham
and through my role as Chairman of
Birmingham Future has highlighted to
me the value of equipping young
people with the confidence to
contribute to and participate in the
community. That is why Birmingham
Future actively involves its members in
a series of citywide initiatives, including
the Big City Plan consultation, so that
they can help mould the city of which
they are part of and in which, I'm
certain, many will take leadership roles
in just a few years.
So what of the leaders of tomorrow?
Where are the individuals who will be
banging the drum for Brum to help
make this a truly “Global City”?
As our annual Power50 initiative - run in
conjunction with The Birmingham Post
- aims to demonstrate once again this
year, there is a whole host of individuals
out there who may not hold
conventional positions of power within
the city, but are having a growing impact
as influencers in their own fields and
beyond. This rich mix of people all
deserve recognition for their contribution
and I believe this broad church of
leaders, who often come together for the
mutual benefit of Birmingham, is one of
the principal reasons why we are well
placed to prosper when the economic
upturn begins in earnest.
It is important that, as a city, we all take
responsibility in nurturing talent for
tomorrow, as it is through early support
and encouragement that young people
are empowered and engaged. This is
how great leaders are made.
However, nurturing young people to
ensure further success for Birmingham
must be accompanied by the measures to
retain talented individuals in the city
today. This is where current leaders
around the city need to rise up and play
an even greater part!

A recent personal example was when
Digby, Lord Jones invited a group
from Birmingham Future to join him
for a personal tour of the House of
Lords. It provided our delegation with
an invaluable opportunity to quiz,
debate and learn from one of today's
most renowned figures from the city.
Not only did we leave the House of
Lords motivated by Lord Jones' advice,
which included having confidence in
our own abilities, the importance of
networking, never be afraid to ask and
always be prepared, but we were also
inspired by his commitment to guiding
our city's next generation, giving us
even more determination to drive
Birmingham forward.

Digby, Lord Jones

Looking back at Birmingham's
history, our many cultural, economic
and civic achievements can be found
rooted in those who had a vision to
better Birmingham. Despite the
current economic turmoil, we must
continue to cultivate today's younger
generation so that they too will feel
empowered to maintain this lasting
city's mission: Forward.

For further details of Birmingham Future
visit the website:
www.birminghamfuture.co.uk
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Last word
Gary Cox, Big Issue vendor

Having been made homeless in 1997 and losing his job, Gary
Cox was stuck in a downward spiral of a dangerous drug
addiction. Gary tells his story of how he completely turned
his life around.
By 2007 I had nothing but the
clothes on my back. I ended up in
Birmingham and watched a Big
Issue vendor sell The Big Issue. I
wanted to know how it worked
and how it helped the homeless.
Gary Cox
The vendor thankfully directed me
to the office. Before I entered the office I felt anxious. I was
embarrassed and had to face up to the past few chaotic years.
Entering the office I met three staff members who worked on
the front counter, who immediately offered their assistance. I
found it hard opening up a lot of the time - thankfully The
Big Issue understood this and enabled me to talk in a private
space. I explained that I had no roof over my head and it was
a priority to get somewhere safe to stay. Within minutes Big
Issue staff had booked an appointment with Birmingham's
Homeless Service Centre. Shortly afterwards I attended my
meeting and had managed to secure a hostel where I could
get a good nights sleep and food each day. I was stunned, The
Big Issue managed to direct me on the right course and I felt
empowered to sort out this big difficulty in my life.
Afterwards I continued to sell The Big Issue each day. At first
I found it hard - selling The Big Issue can be tough at times. I
felt invisible and I lacked confidence to stand on my pitch.
Over time though my confidence grew. I made friends on my
pitch who I spoke to every day. I helped other people out who
walked through Birmingham City Centre to and from work.
Sometimes just a quick “have a good day” can really make a
difference to somebody who is feeling down - the simple

things can make somebody very happy which I have always
liked. Selling The Big Issue, establishing and managing my
own pitch, working every day, being part of something and
making a difference in my own life makes me feel happy - it's
nice to know if I don't feel happy and I am having a bad day
I can pop into The Big Issue office and have a chat. One
thing I always remember was when The Big Issue foundation
supplied every vendor in the winter with a brand new pair of
boots - we all had to work for the boots by meeting targets but
it helped me very much when working in the cold months.
Over time I had spoken to staff as I was interested in going to
college to re-educate myself, The Big Issue Foundation helped
me with this - they showed me what I could do and offered
assistance with getting on the best course for me. The Big
Issue Foundation is a registered charity which exists to link
vendors with the vital support which will help them address
the issues which have led to their homelessness. They
encouraged me to go to Matthew Boulton College which is
local to Birmingham city centre. They kept me thinking
positively and made me realise I could turn my life around for
a better future. Now I am well into my first year of
Accountancy Foundation Course. I find it enjoyable and a
good challenge.
I thank The Big Issue for their continued support - they have
given me the knowledge that I can move on and I can go into
a brighter, happier and more optimistic future.
Gary Cox is vendor badge number 83 and can be found on his pitch at
Paradise Forum, Birmingham city centre

“It’s the service that counts!”
For all your accountancy and taxation needs
contact Anthony Taylor:
anthonytaylorandco@btconnect.com
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