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Following another hugely busy planting season, I am delighted
to report that the winter of 2015-16 saw BTFL reach the
amazing milestone of planting our 50,000th tree in
Birmingham!  This is a huge achievement for such a small
organisation and we would like to thank everyone who has
helped us to achieve that magnificent number.

Having seen the end of the national Government’s Big Tree
Plant programme in 2014-15, the ‘funding landscape’ that

BTFL found itself in this year was very different from the one that we had previously
enjoyed. In order to be able to continue our work, we needed to identify new grants
from a variety of un-tried sources to replace the Government funding of the previous
four years. Our Committee decided we needed to bring in some specialist help with
this, and after several months of making applications to Charitable Trusts, we achieved
enough success to be able to plan another full programme of events across the city.

We also entered in to a new collaboration with the Woodland Trust – a national
organisation more used to planting trees in the countryside, but which is looking to work
more in urban areas.This relationship is in its early stages but we hope that it will develop
in to a very positive partnership for both parties over time.

We are once again grateful to the City Council for providing ‘core funding’ which enables
BTFL to continue to operate and seek additional funds elsewhere. Council staff
continued to offer much needed ‘in kind’ support during the planning and
implementation of the planting programme, and Birmingham Parks and Nurseries’
Woodland Management Team continued to support us at all our events with ground
preparation.

Deutsche Bank Birmingham maintained their support of, and participation in, tree
planting this season; a further 3000 trees were planted on three sites, and almost 70 of
their staff joined us on site. Local company Castleton Technology (formerly
Documotive) continued their programme of planting a tree for every million documents
processed, planting a further 10 trees in Sutton Coldfield.

Our programme of school and community involvement was once again a great success,
with 630 schoolchildren from 28 schools involved in tree planting. For the first time we
worked with groups of young people facing challenges from City of Birmingham School
and the Youth Offending Team. As well as our normal programme of events, we held a
number of ‘special’ events: the Lord Mayor, Cllr. Ray Hassall, chose Birmingham Trees for
Life as one of his Lord Mayor’s Charities, and we were delighted to ask him to plant our
50,000th tree in November, as well as holding a ‘Woodland Challenge’ event in March
to raise money for his Charity. We also planted a memorial tree at Sarehole Mill with
the late Alderman Michael Wilkes’ family, to commemorate his contributions to BTFL,
and helped families to remember loved ones at several events in different parks.

So, all in all, a varied and exciting year for BTFL, one which saw us reach new groups, and
plant over 8000 trees on 28 sites, involving over 1100 people across the city. Thanks to
all those people, many of them volunteers, who help to make those statistics a reality –
none of it could be achieved without the support of our very part time staff and our
knowledgeable volunteer Committee Members.

Message from Geoff Cole
Chairman, Birmingham Trees for Life
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‘Birmingham Trees for Life’ is a project
devoted to promoting awareness and
understanding throughout the City of
the value and importance of trees.

Our objectives are:

• To plant more trees in Birmingham.

• To involve the City’s business 
community.

• To involve local communities and 
school children.

• To raise awareness of the 
importance of trees.

• To raise money to increase tree 
planting.

BTFL is a partnership between The
Birmingham Civic Society and
Birmingham City Council, formed in July
2006. By working in partnership, the two
organisations have access to both the
land and resources to plant and maintain
trees and woodland in Birmingham’s
parks and open spaces.

The City Council contributes a sum of
money annually to the project, which in
2015-16 provided essential core and
match funding to enable BTFL to have
the resources to seek additional funding
elsewhere, from grant making bodies
such as Charitable Trusts, through The
Birmingham Civic Society, which is a
Registered Charity.
BTFL also works with local companies,
who sponsor tree planting as part of
their Corporate Social Responsibility
programmes, and enables individuals,
families and groups to sponsor and plant
trees through the ‘Plant a Tree for Life’
scheme.
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Birmingham Trees for Life reached a huge milestone in
late 2015 when we planted our 50,000th tree at 
City Centre Gardens. We are very proud that our
project has done so much to involve local people in
‘re-greening’ the cityscape in just ten years, working
with such limited resources.

The Lord Mayor, Cllr. Ray Hassall, generously selected
BTFL as one of his Lord Mayor’s Charities, and in March
BTFL held an unusual event to raise money for his
Charity – a Woodland Challenge at the Lickey Hills.
Existing corporate supporters Deutsche Bank Birmingham and Castleton
Technology joined teams from BPN Architects, Wates Construction and JMP
Consultants to get muddy and have lots of fun doing a host of challenges in
the woods, all for a good cause. Our thanks go to the Rangers and volunteers
who helped us to make this event a success, to Horton’s Estate for their
support, and to Barcham Trees for donating 4 beautiful ceremonial trees to
plant.

Despite having come to the end of the Big Tree Plant grant the previous year,
we were able to raise sufficient funds to run a very full programme of planting
events and involve nearly 1200 people in planting trees across the city. At
three events we welcomed over 100 children to the site – it is always a
challenge ensuring that all the trees are planted correctly with such big groups
of youngsters, and we hope to be able to enlarge our small pool of adult
volunteers in the coming years, through the new Birmingham Tree People
initiative and hopefully local members of the Woodland Trust too.

We were pleased to be able to welcome some of our new funders to planting
events – Trustees from The Halpin Trust and the W.A. Cadbury Trust joined us
on site, and it was great to enable funders to experience first-hand our hands-
on tree planting work with school children and young people.

Once again our thanks go to all in the City Council Parks Department for their
invaluable support to help us to achieve another great year of involvement in
tree planting.

Trees Committee
In addition to the Chairman and the Project Manager, the Committee
includes the following Members:
Jane Edwards
Schools and Community Liaison Officer
Simon Needle
Conservation and Woodland Manager, Birmingham City Council
The Chairman and following members give their time and
expertise on a voluntary basis:
Sue Griffith
Formerly Project Manager of BTFL
Joe Jordan
Trustee of the Birmingham Civic Society
Viv Astling
Formerly Chairman of the National Forest Company
Bill Heslegrave
Former Regional Director for the Forestry Commission,West Midlands
Stevie Prior
Birmingham Open Spaces Forum (BOSF)
Simon Gulliver
Freelance horticulturalist, formerly Birmingham Botanical Gardens
Kelvin Rose
Volunteer with interest in the environment and multimedia.

Report by Jane Harding
Project Manager
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Summary of
Achievements

www.btfl.org.uk     5

Objectives Progress in 2015-16

Raising awareness of
the importance of
trees in Birmingham

We participated in a number of local and
regional forums. We worked with City
Council colleagues to highlight the need to
protect and retain mature trees as a crucial
part of a healthy city landscape.

Tree planting We planted 128 large trees, 28 fruit trees and
8,316 whips (saplings) and feathers (young
trees). Our 30 planting events were spread
across 28 sites all over the city.

Involving businesses Deutsche Bank Birmingham and Castleton
Technology (formerly Documotive) were
once again ‘Platinum’ sponsors, and their staff
attended 5 planting events and took part with
four other companies in our Woodland
Challenge. We were one of the three local
charities that the new John Lewis Birmingham
chose to support as their opening
‘Community Matters’ partners. (See pages 6
and 16 for details.) 

Involving school
children

Our plantings involved 630 schoolchildren
and events were organised with 28 different
schools, facilitated by our Schools and
Community Liaison Officer (see pages 6 and
17).

Involving local
communities

The Friends of Parks and/or local residents or
community groups were involved in 12
events. City Councillors took part in 15
events. Planting took place in all of the 10
Constituencies (see page 18).

‘Plant a Tree for Life’
sponsorship –
individuals and
families

We received donations from 11 families and
groups to sponsor 35 trees. One family
sponsored an individual planting event at their
local park to remember a loved one. The
Soroptimists society again sponsored trees to
remember members and invited their families
to plant the trees.

Publicity The website Blog continued to be the main
form of communication with audiences. The
local media featured BTFL events several
times. BTFL’s Facebook and Twitter
promoted our work on social media..
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2015-16 was another busy year for Birmingham Trees for Life in terms of the
number of events organised. In total, almost 1200 people, including 630
school children, joined us on site to plant trees in 28 locations, at 30 separate
events.

This year saw us starting to broaden our participation with harder to reach
groups, including young people facing challenges. For the first time we had
City of Birmingham School students from several of their sites at planting
events, and were delighted see how the students grasped the opportunity to
do something different and work outdoors as a team. These youngsters are
all facing social, behavioural or emotional difficulties which mean they cannot
attend mainstream schools. At two events we also had a small group of
young people attending the Youth Offending Service doing community work.
We hope to expand these opportunities to other young people in the
coming year as it did seem to be of benefit to many.

Over the years, BTFL has forged links with many Friends of Parks groups
across the city, and this year Friends or other local residents joined us on 12
sites. Once again we are grateful to the Friends of Ley Hill Park who helped
us with two events, one of which took place in pouring rain!  We also worked
for the first time with a residents’ association in Bromford, where a group of
residents is creating a community allotment garden behind a block of flats
adjacent to Ambridge House Community Hall - we planted fruit trees with
them to create a small orchard.

We were pleased to support a new project run by the charity Buglife to
improve Birmingham’s environment for pollinating insects, and planted a new
community orchard with their support at Cofton Park – lots of blossom for
the bees to enjoy next spring.

Deutsche Bank Birmingham continued to actively support tree planting
across Birmingham, planting thousands of sapling trees in three locations. A
further 1000 hazel whips were planted to continue previous years’ work to
create a new hazel coppice at the Lickey Hills, and 2000 more were planted
at Cofton Park and Brandwood Sports Ground with Deutsche Bank staff.
Local company Castleton Technology plc (formerly Documotive Ltd)
sponsored tree planting for a fifth year in Sutton Coldfield, planting a further
10 trees, again at Calder Drive Public Open Space. We were also delighted
to be chosen as one of the first charities to be supported by the new John
Lewis Birmingham through their ‘Community Matters’ scheme.

BTFL’s ‘Plant a Tree for Life’ scheme continues to enable local people to
sponsor a tree to commemorate a family occasion, and come to plant it
themselves. This year we invited a number of families and groups to attend
different sites to plant their sponsored trees - at Ley Hill Park, the
Soroptimists of Central Birmingham once again brought families to plant
trees they had sponsored in memory of deceased members, and several
other families attended an event at the Lickey Hills to plant their trees. One
family sponsored a large enough number of trees to enable us to organise a
specific event for them at their local park to remember a young man who
had sadly passed away, and at New Hall Valley, four members of the local U3A
came along to plant trees they had sponsored.

Involving school children,
local people and businesses 

www.btfl.org.uk     6
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The importance of trees, especially those in the urban environment, is both
reiterated and ignored on an ongoing basis. In common with other major UK
cities, Birmingham has been shown to have high levels of nitrogen dioxide in
places, and trees are known to help to absorb this polluting gas, but despite
repeated evidence of the beneficial effects of trees on pollution, our valuable
tree canopy continues to be lost to development. Even when new trees are
planted, the benefits of the young replacements will take many years to equal
those of the mature trees lost. Sometimes we are gratified to see that a
politician or developer recognises trees and bio-diverse green space as a
valuable resource, and a priority to be retained and incorporated in to new
schemes, and BTFL Committee members continue to hope that this will
become the norm among planners, developers and engineers in order to
improve the city’s environment for the people who live and work here.

Urban green space is also a valuable resource for our children’s development:
a recent report from Plymouth University* suggests that childhoods are
dramatically changing, with children having fewer opportunities to spend time
outdoors exploring their surrounding natural environment.This is hampering
children's social skills as well as risking stifling their long-term physical and
emotional development and wellbeing. The report found that there is a
significant body of research that supports outdoor learning in both formal
and informal contexts, and that it can have a positive impact on children's
development in five key areas: a healthy and happy body and mind; a sociable,
confident person; a self-directed and creative learner ; an effective
contributor; and an active global citizen.

During our ten years of tree planting with school children and young people,
Birmingham Trees for Life has again and again seen first-hand the benefits of
giving them the opportunity to experience the natural environment and
carry out the physical outdoor activity of tree planting; even teenagers who
initially seem reticent to engage in what they might perceive as an ‘un-cool’
activity, soon relish the chance to get a bit grubby and have some fun
outdoors. We encourage children to work in pairs or small teams, and are
always gratified to see them working co-operatively to achieve their task.
Experience and understanding of the natural environment is not just essential
for the children’s well-being and development, but it is also essential to the
future health of our fragile planet – if people are not connected to nature,
they will not value it. In BTFL’s small way, we aim to instil in every child who
comes to a planting event a sense of the wonder of trees and an appreciation
of their vital role in everyone’s lives.

Community gardens and orchards are gaining in popularity as people try to
reconnect with the origins of the food they eat. Orchards also provide a
valuable food source for insects and birds, and we were pleased to be able
to link in to Buglife’s new Urban Buzz Birmingham project, which aims to
provide habitats for pollinating insects such as bees and hoverflies. This year,
BTFL planted two new community orchards, and we were delighted to help
the residents of a Bromford housing estate to progress their allotment garden
behind a tower block with the addition of some fruit trees. In this tenth year
for BTFL, we have planted small woodlands and specimen trees across the
city in parks and open spaces, reaching the terrific milestone of our 50,000th
tree – here’s to the next 50,000!

* Paraphrased from the report: Student Outcomes and Natural Schooling - pathways from evidence to impact
report 2016 by Professor Karen Malone, Centre for Educational Research, Western Sydney University &
Associate Professor Sue Waite, Plymouth Institute of Education, Plymouth University, as reported on the BBC
news website http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/science-environment-36795912 15th July 2016.

The importance of trees
and tree planting
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Our Planting
Sites

Sites

1 Ley Hill Park

2 Highfield Farm Recreation Ground

3 Marshmont Way Public Open Space

4 Kirkwood Avenue Public Open Space

5 Castle Vale Conservation Area

6 Spark Green Park

7 Percy Road Park

8 Sarehole Mill

9 Bromford Recreation Ground

10 Tile Cross Park

11 Ambridge House

12 Summerfield Park

13 Burbury Park

14 City Centre Gardens

15 Lickey Hills Country Park

16 Cofton Park

17 Handsworth Park

18 Kingsdown Avenue Public Open Space

19 Perry Hall Playing Fields

20 Daisy Farm Park 

21 Selly Oak Park

22 Brandwood Sports Ground

23 Chinn Brook Meadows

24 New Hall Valley C.P

25 Princess Alice Park

26 Calder Drive Public Open Space

27 Sheldon Recreation Ground

28 Fox Hollies Park
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Our 
Planting Sites

Ley Hill Park, Bartley Green  
The rain didn't dampen the enthusiasm of year 5 pupils from The Orchards Primary
Academy who joined us again in March - 23 pupils and 3 staff joined the Friends of Ley Hill
Park to plant both large standards and small hedging whips. We were pleased to welcome
Claire Halpin, from the Halpin Trust, who were one of BTFL’s main funders in 2015-16.
Despite getting very soggy, we were pleased that she was able to enjoy her first hand
experience of helping the children and Friends to put the Trust’s money to good work.
In December 2015, a ‘Plant a Tree for Life’ sponsors’ event was again supported by the Friends
when BTFL welcomed families and members of the Soroptimists International of Central
Birmingham, who had sponsored some trees in memory of society members who had passed
away during the year. All together, over 30 people planted around 40 young trees, and
enjoyed refreshments afterwards in Holloway Hall.

EDGBASTON

Highfield Farm Recreation Ground, Quinton 
Four Dwellings Academy is right next door to this site and on a lovely sunny day, 26 students
and some staff came to help us plant 500 sapling trees and 5 large trees to create a small area
of woodland at the bottom of the site.The students arrived looking very smart in their blazers
- unfortunately some of them were not quite so pristine when they had finished planting!
Muddy boots, muddy trousers, coats and even muddy faces.......but lots of smiles! 

Marshmont Way Public Open Space, Kingstanding 
This event involved a selection of acronyms - NBA, YOT and COB........that is North
Birmingham Academy, the Youth Offending Team and City of Birmingham School, a mixed
group of young people who turned out in the drizzle to plant a swathe of 500 young trees.
The backdrop for this planting was the beautiful St Mary's College in Oscott.

We were pleased to see that this open space is well used by local dog walkers, and
appreciated by residents in the area, so we hope that the increased diversity of the site will
be of benefit to all.

ERDINGTON

Kirkwood Avenue Public Open Space, Kingstanding 
For the first time BTFL worked with the local Youth Offending Team to bring young people
to help to plant 5 large standard trees and 250 sapings in this hidden wildlife haven. We
extended a well established woodland corridor skirting a secluded area of grassland in
Kirkwood Avenue.

It was interesting to hear the history of the site from a local resident, who told us that it had
originally been a sand and gravel pit, and is now a home to urban wildlife, including a bat
colony that roost in a local hollow tree.
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Our
Planting Sites

Spark Green Park, Sparkbrook 
Nelson Mandela School must get the award for the closest school to a planting site. Any
closer and the school would have to actually be 'in' the park! Just a short walk through the
back gate of the school brought eleven members of the school Eco Council to plant 10
beautiful standard trees. Some will display beautiful blossom in spring or colourful leaves in
autumn and others will be heavy with winter berries. We were impressed by the
knowledge that the youngsters had about trees and their importance to the environment;
the green message is certainly reaching school pupils.

Percy Road Park, Springfield
This park, and nearby Greet Primary School, lie in an area close to the centre of
Birmingham, consisting mainly of industrial premises and rows of terrace properties. The
park itself is an oasis amongst the buildings and is bordered on one side by a river. Members
of the school’s Gardening Club helped to plant 5 standard trees and 5 multi-stemmed trees
in an effort to shield an unsightly factory wall. It’s a good job they had grown-up help with
the digging as most of the ground was bricks and rubble! 

HALL GREEN

Sarehole Mill, Hall Green
This was a special event at the request of BTFL’s Chairman, to plant a tree in memory of
Alderman Michael Wilkes, who, as a Councillor, was influential in helping to set up BTFL.
Alderman Wilkes’ widow and sons planted a silver birch tree in the grounds of Sarehole
Mill, a site chosen because of his lifelong enthusiasm for Tolkien.

On hand to help were Alderman Wilkes' Council colleagues and friends, including the Lord
Mayor, and members of the Birmingham Civic Society. His appreciation of, and support for,
trees and BTFL will not be forgotten.

Castle Vale Conservation Area,Tyburn  
The Community Environmental Trust asked BTFL if we could supply them with some more
trees to add to their conservation area, and they organised an event which was attended
by over 50 children and adults, mostly from the local area in Castle Vale. 250 sapling trees
were planted at the event in January.
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Tile Cross Park, Shard End
The weather wasn't very inviting as we had rain, hail and a flurry of snow but that didn't
deter the two schools who planted here. First to arrive on site were the senior pupils from
City of Birmingham School who had travelled all the way from Quinton by minibus. After
a few brief instructions (it was too wet and cold to stand still for too long!) they cracked
on and were in danger of planting all 500 trees before our younger planters arrived!
Shirestone Academy pupils made the short walk to site, and, still with plenty to do, we had
managed to get all 500 trees safely into the ground within an hour. We were pleased to
welcome representatives from the W.A. Cadbury Trust, who helped fund this event, to see
us in action.

Our
Planting Sites

Summerfield Park, Soho
Year 5 pupils from City Road Primary Academy helped BTFL to continue planting trees
along the avenues - in the pouring rain! This didn’t deter the enthusiasm of our helpers,
for whom it was the first time they had planted trees with BTFL, and we will be keen to
enlist their help again as we heard no complaints about the cold or the rain, just lots of hard
work!

Ambridge House, Bromford, Hodge Hill
This was a departure from the norm because BTFL had been asked by the local Councillor
to help local residents to plant some fruit trees in their new community allotment garden
behind a tower block. Ten residents were on hand to help Cllr Williams plant the trees
adjacent to Ambridge House Community Centre. Members of the Bromford Housing
Liaison Board, and Danny Kilbride from the Housing Department, have been instrumental
in getting the local residents interested in growing fruit and vegetables, so it was with
pleasure that we were able to help start them off with 3 apple, 3 pear and 2 plum trees.

LADYWOOD

Bromford Recreation Ground, Hodge Hill
Heavy frost made Bromford Recreation Ground look picturesque but totally frozen;
coupled with the tractor that should have prepared the ground having broken down, and
Birmingham’s roads being grid-locked due to an 'incident', this event did not get off to a
great start!  Then 120 Hodge Hill Primary School pupils arrived over 30 minutes early,
before manual preparations had been completed!  Despite all this, every child worked hard
to get 500 young trees in the ground, and with the help of parents and staff, the Woodland
Team, local Councillors and BTFL volunteers, it took just an hour and a half. A great
morning.

HODGE HILL
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Our
Planting Sites

City Centre Gardens, Ladywood
This was a very special event for BTFL – the planting of our 50,000th tree!  We were
delighted that Lord Mayor, Cllr. Ray Hassall, was able to join us to plant the ceremonial tree,
as he was one of the Councillors instrumental in setting up BTFL in 2006. Staff from
Deutsche Bank Birmingham’s Green Team also helped, as they have been a major supporter
of BTFL for several years, and their offices are just nearby in Brindley Place.

Cofton Park, Longbridge
This was one of our busiest days on site as we had 3 schools and a college planting 1000
saplings, plus 20 beautiful fruit trees to create a community orchard. Staff from Deutsche
Bank Birmingham and BMet College students were joined by students from Firsbrook and
Kings (both part of City of Birmingham School), then a long snake of pupils from Rednal
Hill Primary School, who brought along over 100 pupils, staff and helpers!  The task was to
create a mixed 20 tree apple and pear orchard and then a band of 1000 native woodland
trees along the edge of the park, where it skirts Groveley Lane. We were also pleased to
welcome a representative of Buglife’s ‘Urban Buzz Birmingham’ project who contributed
towards the fruit trees.

Lickey Hills Country Park, Longbridge
Loads of pupils, loads of adults and loads of trees!!  What a fantastic day we had as we
continued our project to regenerate native woodland at the Lickey Hills with our major
sponsors Deutsche Bank Birmingham. Once again children from the Lickey Hills Primary
School were on hand to assist, and we were also joined by first time planters from Albert
Bradbeer Primary School. With over 100 pupils and 50 adults we made quick work of
planting 1000 trees to add to our total.
We were also joined on site by some family groups planting trees in celebration or in
memory.

Burbury Park, Aston
Blue skies greeted us at Burbury Park as we welcomed eight year 5 pupils from Nishkam
Primary School to help us plant 10 standard trees.The children from Nishkam were very
knowledgeable about the many reasons there are for valuing trees in a city like Birmingham.
They were interested in the varieties of trees that we were planting, so they took all the
plant labels with them to investigate further on the Internet, and their enthusiasm was
further demonstrated by the fact that two of the girls had new boots especially for the
event!
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Our
Planting Sites

Kingsdown Avenue Park, Perry Barr
Heavy rain didn't deter 8 members of the 'Spiritual Council' from St Mark's Catholic
Primary School from getting their wellies very muddy, as they planted nine beautiful Walnut
and Hornbeam trees on their local open space in Kingsdown Avenue. Their school is
opposite the site, and the pupils have promised to keep an eye on the trees for us as many
of them use the playground area or walk through the space to school.

Daisy Farm Park, Billesley
21 mixed age pupils from Hollywood Primary School managed to plant 750 sapling trees
along one edge of this open park within a very short time – leaving them time to have a
snack and a few mad moments in the play area ......then back to school for lunch!
The teacher had 'buddied up' older pupils with younger ones and we were all impressed
with the behaviour of the pupils and the real effort they made to make sure that every tree
was properly planted.

Perry Hall Playing Fields, Perry Barr
BTFL were working alongside the Environment Agency at this event, and we welcomed
pupils from Values Academy for their first experience of tree planting with us. As usual we
were also supported by the Friends and Glendale staff. The Environment Agency were
planting trees as part of a 'mitigation' scheme to replace trees that have had to be removed
from elsewhere in the area, and with the help of a large group of EA staff, over 280 trees,
varying in size from whips to large trees, were added to Perry Hall. Local MP, Khalid
Mahmood, had travelled from London to see the work that both the Agency and the pupils
from Values Academy were carrying out.

Handsworth Park, Lozells & E. Handsworth
We kicked off our planting events with a change of activity - Handsworth Wood Girls’
Academy had joined us last winter to create the 'Nelson Mandela memorial woodland',
and we invited them to return to plant drifts of bulbs among the trees. Pupils from
Nishkam Primary School also came along to help, and the senior girls each took a Nishkam
pupil under their wing, so planting in pairs was soon underway. Their daffodils and tulips will
make a beautiful display each spring!
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Our
Planting Sites

Princess Alice Park, Sutton Vesey
Ten planters from New Oscott Primary School made short work of getting ten very varied
and interesting specimen trees in the ground along a pathway through the park - it took
barely an hour, with our enthusiastic workers agreeing that they would love to come and
plant with BTFL again. Sometimes, as here, passing local residents stop to voice their
concerns about the trees’ chances of survival, but we hope that they will be respected and
allowed to thrive, because they will add so much beauty to a walk in the park.

Brandwood Sports Ground, Brandwood
Another day of glorious sunshine helped us with a very busy day at Brandwood Sports
Ground, as over 60 pupils from St Albans Catholic Primary, Allens Croft Primary and City
of Birmingham School flooded onto the site to plant 1000 sapling trees along the bottom
edge. Luckily we had plenty of adult helpers, as 27 staff from Deutsche Bank had come
along to assist, so it took just over an hour to get 1000 trees in the ground. There was great
excitement as the tractor was called in to do some more mole-ploughing - everyone
stopped to watch the BCC team create more planting furrows before getting back to
completing all the work.

SUTTON COLDFIELD

Selly Oak Park, Selly Oak
We were delighted to help the Friends of Selly Oak Park by providing an English oak tree
to replace one damaged by deer during the winter months. Local Quadron staff helped
the Friends by preparing the tree pit, and the Friends soon warmed themselves up by back
filling the planting hole with soil. Once the new tree was firmed in, it was time for a well
earned cup of tea. It was not long afterwards that the resident blue tits and nuthatches
came to investigate the new oak to test its suitability as an additional singing perch.

Calder Drive Public Open Space, Sutton New Hall
Local company Castleton Technology, formerly Documotive Ltd, once again sponsored tree
planting in Sutton Coldfield, this year funding 10 more trees at Calder Drive POS. Field
maple trees were planted by a small group of the company's staff to add to their previous
efforts. Thanks to Castleton Technology for their continuing support – and also for their
enthusiastic participation in our Woodland Challenge event for the Lord Mayor’s Charity!
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Our
Planting Sites

Sheldon Recreation Ground, Sheldon
Blue skies and wall-to-wall sunshine accompanied 29 pupils from Yarnfield Primary School
who came by minibus to help us plant 500 young trees on top of a mound on this long 
site – plenty of old bricks and rubble were discovered, but this didn't slow Yarnfield down,
and inside just over an hour we had 500 new sapling trees which will help increase the
biodiversity on this site.

Fox Hollies Park, Acocks Green
The pupils of Yarnfield Primary School surely deserve an award for being the 'most hard-
working pupils’ - just nine members of the School Council at Yarnfield Primary arrived
expecting to help BTFL and another 30 school pupils plant 500 trees. Unfortunately the
other school was unable to join us, so the Yarnfield pupils got stuck in to complete the
whole planting on their own!  No mean feat for just 9 pupils. They also managed to 're-
home' a lot of worms that they feared were in the 'spade danger zone’.

YARDLEY

New Hall Valley Country Park, Sutton New Hall
Lots of different people helped us at this large event - first to arrive were the pupils from
St Peter and St Paul RC Catholic Primary School, who fairly swiftly planted over 350 whips
all on their own. They were quickly joined by a mixed age group of pupils from the nearby
Bishop Walsh School, who needed little supervision to plant whips in a rougher grassland
area, and then willingly assisted the younger pupils to complete their task. Next to arrive
was Matt, the Ranger and his small team of Sutton Park Volunteers, and also on hand were
members of the local Sutton U3A group who had come along to plant trees that they had
sponsored in memory of loved ones or special events. This combined effort enabled 10
large trees (black poplars, alders and willows) and 500 sapling trees to enhance the
cycleway and create a small woodland area adjacent to the main Wylde Green Road.
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As well as Birmingham City Council, we are grateful to the following
organisations who supported BTFL during 2015/16:

Business Sponsors

Platinum 

Deutsche Bank Birmingham 
Castleton Technology plc (formerly Documotive Ltd)

Bronze

John Lewis Birmingham

Business Supporters

Barcham Trees
Horton's Estate
BPN Architects
JMP Consultants Ltd

Wates Group Ltd

Voluntary Sector

The Woodland Trust
Birmingham Open Spaces Forum (BOSF)
Buglife
The Halpin Trust
W.A. Cadbury Trust
W.F. Southall Trust
Grimmitt Trust
Douglas Turner Trust
Grantham Yorke Trust
The Harry Payne Trust*
South Birmingham Institute Friends Trust*
Edward and Dorothy Cadbury Trust*
The Percy Lea Charitable Trust

*Grants received in early 2015 were spent on tree planting in 2015-16
season

Partners and associated organisations

Birmingham and Black Country Wildlife Trust
Forestry Commission
The Tree Council
Trees and Design Action Group (TDAG) Midlands
Birmingham Forest Schools

Supporters & Partners
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Individual Plant a Tree for Life Sponsors
We received donations to sponsor 35 trees from 10 family sponsors and one
local society, the Soroptimists International of Central Birmingham – all the
families bar one attended an event, either at Ley Hill Park, the Lickey Hills or
New Hall Valley. Representatives from one family sponsored their own
planting event at Chinn Brook Meadows to commemorate the short but
enriching life of their brother.

Friends of Parks and Local Residents

Schools involvement organised by BTFL
Constituency School Nos 

Edgbaston The Orchards Primary Academy 23
Four Dwellings Academy (snr) 26    

Erdington City of Birmingham School 3
North Birmingham Academy 11

Hall Green Greet Primary School 10
Nelson Mandela Primary School 11

Hodge Hill Hodge Hill J & I School 111
City of Birmingham School 8
Shirestone Academy 9

Ladywood City Road Academy 12
Nishkam Primary School 8

Northfield Lickey Hills Primary School 65
Albert Bradbeer Primary Academy 35
Rednal Hill Infants School 88
City of Birmingham School (2 sites) 13

Perry Barr St. Mark’s RC Primary School 8
Handsworth Wood Girls’ Academy 13
Nishkam Primary School 11
Values Academy 6

Selly Oak Hollywood Primary School 21
Allens Croft Primary School 30
St. Albans Catholic Primary School 29
City of Birmingham School 3

Sutton Coldfield New Oscott Primary School 10
SS Peter & Paul Catholic Primary School 10
Bishop Walsh Catholic School 18

Yardley Yarnfield Primary School (2 events) 9 + 29
28 schools TOTAL  630 Children

Friends of Ley Hill Park
Friends of Witton Lakes
Community Environmental Trust
(Castle Vale)
Bromford Housing Liaison Board
Lickey Hills Society and Habitat
Heroes
Summerfield Residents Association

Participants

City Councillors were involved at:

Marshmont Way POS
Percy Road Park
Sarehole Mill
Tile Cross Park
Bromford Rec
Ambridge House
City Centre Gardens
Lickey Hills Country Park
Handsworth Park
Daisy Farm Park
Brandwood Sports Ground
New Hall Valley Country Park
Princess Alice Park
Fox Hollies Park
Sheldon Rec

Friends of Perry Hall Park
Friends of Selly Oak Park
Local volunteers at Daisy Farm Park
U3A Sutton Coldfield
Sutton Park volunteers
BMet College students

Annual Report 2016  21/9/16  08:58  Page 17



www.btfl.org.uk     18

Statistics 2015/16

Site
Site

Number†
Standard

Trees
Whips &
Feathers

Fruit 
Trees

Adults
Involved*

Elected 
Members

Friends
of the Park

Children
Involved

EDGBASTON
Ley Hill Park (2 events) 1 10 290 40 6 25
Highfield Farm Recreation Ground 2 5 500 5 26
ERDINGTON
Marshmont Way POS 3 500 8 2 1 14
Kirkwood Ave POS 4 5 250 6
Castle Vale Conservation Area 5 250 40 3 14
HALL GREEN
Spark Green Park 6 10 3 11
Percy Road Park 7 10 5 2 10
Sarehole Mill 8 1 25 2
HODGE HILL

Bromford Recreation Ground 9 500 36 2 111
Tile Cross Park 10 500 15 1 17
Ambridge House 11 8 2 1 10
LADYWOOD
Summerfield Park 12 10 4 1 12
Burbury Park 13 10 3 8
City Centre Gardens 14 1 15 1
NORTHFIELD
Lickey Hills Country Park 15 1000 40 2 100
Lickey Hills (Woodland Challenge) 4 21 1 1
Cofton Park 16 1000 20 61 101

PERRY BARR
Handsworth Park 17 6 1 24
Kingsdown Ave POS 18 10 2 8
Perry Hall Playing Fields 20 260 28 1 6

SELLY OAK
Daisy Farm Park 20 750 2 2 2 21

Selly Oak Park 21 1 3

Brandwood Sports Ground 22 1000 49 3 62

Chinn Brook Meadows 23 1 16 14

SUTTON COLDFIELD
New Hall Valley Country Park 24 10 500 11 1 4 28

Princess Alice Park 25 10 4 1 10

Calder Drive POS 26 10 5

YARDLEY
Sheldon Recreation Ground 27 500 5 1 29 

Fox Hollies Park 28 500 4 3 9
TOTAL 28 128 8316 28 459 24 34 646

TOTAL EVENTS 30

Green shaded line indicates trees funded by Environment Agency.
Blue shaded lines indicate projects supported by Deutsche Bank Birmingham.

† See map on page 8
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Summary 2006 - 2016

Year
Number of

Sites
Standard

Trees
Whips &
Feathers

Fruit 
Trees

Total trees
planted

Total Adults
Involved

Total
Children
Involved

2006/07 Total 8 256 700 21 977 165 425

2007/08 Total 16 212 1500 40 1752 1400 610

2008/09 Total 15 136 2300 17 2453 375 382

2009/10 Total 37 205 4435 16 4656 537 363

2010/11 Total 20 144 4890 40 5074 407 310

2011/12 Total 27 167 5950 40 6157 335 529

2012/13 Total 27 173 7450 38 7661 345 522

2013/14 Total 26 137 8220 0 8357 402 493

2014/15 Total 26 147 12,508 6 12,661 443 780

2015/16 Total 28 128 8316 28 8472 517 646

PROJECT TOTAL 230 1705 56269 246 58220 4926 5060

Contractors' staff present have not been included in 'adults' figures after 2011/12
Prior to 2009/10, the number of children involved included those involved in the Reading Tree project.
From 2009/10 onwards, all children have experienced hands-on tree planting.
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How to get involved in BTFL
• Sponsor an individual small tree (to celebrate or 

commemorate something or just for the fun of it) and have 
the opportunity to come and plant it yourself with family and
friends at one of our hands on planting days in Birmingham,

• Send someone a tree sponsorship as a present – they will 
receive a certificate and you will all be invited to come and 
plant the tree,

• If you are a business, get involved in our Corporate 
Sponsorship Programme - become a Bronze Sponsor and 
bring colleagues along to a hands-on planting event, or 
become a Silver, Gold or Platinum Sponsor and let us help 
you develop a tailor-made project involving schools and local 
communities,

• Join the Friends Group (or help to set one up if there isn’t 
already one) connected to your local park - get in touch 
with BOSF email: info@bosf.org.uk

• Lobby your local City Councillor for more tree planting in 
your area of the City; to find out how to contact your local 
Councillor, see www.birmingham.gov.uk

• Join The Birmingham Civic Society, contact email:
info@birminghamcivicsociety.org.uk

For further information, please log onto our website:
www.btfl.org.uk

If you would like to contact us, please email us at:
bhamtreesforlife@gmail.com

BIRMINGHAM TREES FOR LIFE
9 MARGARET STREET
BIRMINGHAM
B3 3BS

The Birmingham Civic Society,
President:The Lord Mayor of Birmingham
Limited Company registered in England and Wales No: 6426178
Registered Charity No. 1123806  
www.birminghamcivicsociety.org.uk

Photographs by Jane Harding and Jane Edwards
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Tel: 0121 212 0500
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