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Working together to make Birmingham  
a better place for everyone.
For over 100 years, Birmingham Civic 
Society has worked to make Birmingham a 
better place for everyone. We are a 
membership body made up from a wide 
range of volunteers who encourage 
community engagement and promote pride 
in our city. 

Our work involves many activities some of 
which include: 

• Improving our green spaces through 
delivering the Birmingham Trees for Life 
scheme 

• Inspiring the minds of young people 
through our Next Generation Awards 

• Promoting and improving our built 
environment, architecture and public art 

• Celebrating the heritage of our city by 
installing Blue Plaques and History Plates
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It has been such a privilege and honour to 
serve as Chairman of the Society since 
2015. I have thoroughly enjoyed working 
alongside all of the Trustees, members and 
partner organisations over the last three 
years - especially during 2018, our 
Centenary Year.  

In 1918 our founding members saw the 
opportunities that lay ahead of them to make 
Birmingham not only a better place for 
everyone but also a more beautiful city. 

I know that our younger citizens are equally 
filled with that same passion, desire and 
commitment to our city - they simply need to 
be given the opportunity to make a real 
difference. It is the role of Birmingham Civic 
Society to lead the way and demonstrate 
what can be achieved when we enable the 
younger citizens of this city to make 
Birmingham a better place for everyone.

I am delighted to be handing over the office 
of Chair of the Society to Amelia Ladbrook in 
November 2018. Amelia will be the youngest 
Chair of a civic society in England which is a 
great accolade for her and for the Society. 
The Trustees and myself have been inspired 
by Amelia’s energy, enthusiasm and ability to 
deliver since she became a Trustee in 2016. 
Her passion was also recognised earlier this 
year when she was chosen as one of 
BirminghamLive’s ’30 under 30’.  

The Society has confidence in Amelia and 
we offer her our full support over the coming 
years as she leads the way forward into the 
Society’s second century!

Gavin Orton, Chairman



Our 2017 Next Generation Awards saw King 
Edward VI Camp Hill School for Girls beat off 
some tough competition at the finals held at 
RBS Brindley Place.  

Their ‘Growing Green’ project aims to work 
with local primary schools to make and 
maintain living wall planters, made from 
recycled milk bottles.  

The girls were awarded £1500 by Newman 
University and have received mentoring 
support to help develop their idea into a 
reality.

You are likely to have seen many of the 
‘Permission to Smile’ banners across the city 
over the last year.  

The campaign, supported by the Society, 
encourages people in our city to make 
friends by taking that first step by simply 
smiling and saying ‘Hello!’. Through the 
support of the Society, we helped raised 
funds to get the project up and running.

Citizenship goes green …and with a smile!



2017-2018

The Society has honoured two of 
Birmingham’s greatest twentieth century 
artists with Blue Plaques.  

In December, we unveiled a plaque to 
George Edward Hunt, a leading Arts and 
Crafts jewellery designer and maker. George 
Hunt lived in Bull Street, Harborne where he 
produced his jewellery in a studio at the 
bottom of his garden.  

We also unveiled a Blue Plaque to pioneer of 
post-war abstract painting, William Gear, 
who lived in Birmingham for over thirty years 
and was a prolific artist with an international 
reputation. 

We were delighted to receive a grant of 
£55,700 from Heritage Lottery Fund towards 
our Centenary programme. 

Our programme included supporting many 
of our centenary projects such as our Young 
People’s film project, an outdoor temporary 
exhibition in the city centre, a citywide 
heritage trail, conservation work to the statue 
of Queen Victoria in Victoria Square, 
installing four new Blue Plaques to notable 
citizens and delivering a whole range of 
tours, talks, and family activities throughout 
2018.

Two twentieth century 
artists honoured

‘The City Beautiful’ 
receives funding
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We raised our concerns to Birmingham City 
Council as part of their Conservation Area 
Review, which included the recommendation 

for the de-designation of Austin Village and 
Ideal Village (Bordesley) Conservation Areas.  

We did not support this recommendation as 
both areas retain their special architectural 
and historic character, particularly Austin 
Village. We also raised concerns over the 

Council’s lack of resourcing, guidance and 
enforcement on unlawful development in 
conservation areas.  

It wasn’t all bad news - we supported the 
proposals to form two new Conservation 

Areas in Acocks Green and Weoley Hill.

Birmingham City Council launched the 
Birmingham Design Guide Vision Document 
which our Planning Committee submitted 

comments on.  

We are committed to supporting the 
development of a Birmingham Design Guide 
that ensures good design and high quality is 
truly at the heart of all development in the 
city and we welcome the opportunity to 

work together with the Council, professionals 
and local communities to make Birmingham 
a better place for all.

Concern for our 
conservation areas…

…but support for good 
design in our city
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On a bright November morning the Lord 
Mayor of Birmingham, Cllr. Anne 
Underwood, planted Birmingham Trees for 
Life’s 70,000th tree in memory of the late 
Councillor Ray Hassall.  

This very special tree, along with 14 others, 
is the start of ‘Ray’s Wood’, a memorial 
woodland in Perry Hall Park. Trustees and 
members of the Society were also on hand 
to help plant the trees, as were the Friends 
of Perry Hall Park, Council colleagues and 
friends of Ray, and a group of children from 
Dorrington Academy. 

Although the campaign to save the 100 year 
old Broad Street London Plane tree in early 
2017 was unsuccessful, our actions led 
directly to Birmingham City Council 
developing a new citywide Tree Policy, 
launched in March 2018.  

Birmingham Trees for Life were able to 
contribute to the scrutiny process, through 
committee members Cllr. Fiona Williams and 
Simon Needle. The Tree Policy also takes 
into account evidence from the earlier 
‘Impact of Poor Air Quality on Health’ 
scrutiny which we also contributed to.

‘Ray’s Wood’ started 
with our 70,000th tree

Campaigning for trees 
across our city
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Our second annual Civic Debate, asked is 
Birmingham a real city of culture?  

Our cultural speakers included: 
  
• Steve Ball, Associate Director The REP 
• Anita Bhalla OBE, Chair of Creative City 

Partnership and of PBL THSH 
• Laura Breakwell, Founding Director  

Reel Access  
• Ammo Talwar, Director Punch Records 
• Gary Topp, Director Culture Central  

They were in agreement that education is 
key and young people need to be able to 
take opportunities in the creative economies.

They also felt strongly that we should 
challenge the distribution of cultural funding 
outside the city centre, investing in 
community-based arts.  

The conclusion from both audience and 
panel was that Birmingham is a real city of 
cultures and we should celebrate that at 
every opportunity.

Birmingham: a city of many cultures!
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Many of our corporate members and their 
guests came to our Leaders’ Breakfast to 
hear the latest news from the recently 
appointed Leader of Birmingham City 
Council, Cllr Ian Ward.  

He outlined his vision and passion for the 
city, including Birmingham’s bid for the 2022 
Commonwealth Games. He spoke about 
changes, opportunities and civic pride and 
about what kind of city we want to live in, 
saying: “Together we can build the city 
beautiful.”

Our 2018 Spring Reception saw the 
audience on one of our city’s, if not one of 
the world’s, finest cultural stages - 
Symphony Hall.  

Nick Reed, Chief Executive of THSH, shared 
the exciting plans they have for the extension 
of Symphony Hall that will form a new foyer, 
visitor and hospitality spaces to ensure the 
city’s cultural offer remains firmly on the 
international stage.  

New Leader, 
new vision!

On Stage at  
Symphony Hall
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The Society has been celebrating 100 years of 
the Birmingham Civic Society throughout 
2018. Through the funding received from 

Heritage Lottery Fund, we been able to deliver 
an outstanding year of walks, talks, activities 
and events including: 

• Civic Picnic at Soho House 
• Civic Concert and outdoor temporary 

exhibition at St Phillip’s Cathedral 

• Launching our citywide Heritage Trail 
• Centenary Arboretum in the Lickey Hills 
• Restoring the Queen Victoria statue 
• Blue Plaques to our founding members  
• History Plate marking the centenary of the 

Representation of the People Act 1918 

 

We would like to thank all of the team 
involved in planning and delivering ‘The City 
Beautiful’ programme, especially: 

• Mrs History duo, Jane McArdle & Rachel 
Hunter Rowe, our Project Co-ordinators 

• Suzanne Carter & Scott Johnston for 
delivering our Young Person’s Film 
Project 

• IDM Media for making our “Making of a 

Blue Plaque’ film 
• Chris Rice from our Heritage Committee 

We will be producing a full review of all that 
has happened in our centenary year, which 
we look forward to sharing with you. 

The City Beautiful - Celebrating 100 years of  
The Birmingham Civic Society
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