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Working together to make
Birmingham a better
place for everyone

For over 100 years, Birmingham Civic Society has worked to make Birmingham 
a better place for everyone. We are a membership body made up from a wide 
range of volunteers who encourage community engagement and promote pride 
in our city. 

Our work involves many activities some of which include:

• Improving our green spaces through delivering the 
Birmingham Trees for Life scheme 

• Inspiring the minds of young people through our Next 
Generation Awards 

• Promoting and improving our built environment, architecture and public art 
• Celebrating the heritage of our city by installing Blue Plaques and History 

Plates

President 
The Lord Mayor of Birmingham 

Vice Presidents 
The Bishop of Birmingham  
Sir Frederick Crawford DL  
Lord Jones of Birmingham  
Rt. Hon The Lord Rooker  
Bruce Tanner DL 

Trustees 
Trustees of the Society as at 30th June 2020: 

Amelia Ladbrook [Chairman] 
Stephen Hartland [Deputy Chairman]  
Matthew Vaughan [Deputy Chairman]
Robin Barnes [Treasurer and Company Secretary] 
Isobel Wilson-Cleary  
Michael Butler  
Stephanie Bloxham  
Geoff Cole  
Christine Cushing  
Sean Elson  
Tony Elvin  
Lorraine Francis  
Rita McLean   
Haroon Qayum 
Councillor Paul Tilsley 



Trustees 
Trustees of the Society as at 30th June 2020: 

Amelia Ladbrook [Chairman] 
Stephen Hartland [Deputy Chairman]  
Matthew Vaughan [Deputy Chairman]
Robin Barnes [Treasurer and Company Secretary] 
Isobel Wilson-Cleary  
Michael Butler  
Stephanie Bloxham  
Geoff Cole  
Christine Cushing  
Sean Elson  
Tony Elvin  
Lorraine Francis  
Rita McLean   
Haroon Qayum 
Councillor Paul Tilsley 

Chairman’s Message

At this time of year, I am always 
overwhelmed with the work undertaken by 
our committees to deliver the aims of the 
Society. In reviewing a year of work, it is 
clear that the people that make up the 
Birmingham Civic Society are dedicated to 
making a difference. From our Trustees, 
volunteer committee members and 
corporate and individual members, I feel 
very proud to work with each and every one 
of you.

This year our annual review covers a 
period of time where we saw the world 
change around us. The majority of work that 
we deliver as a Society involves our 
community. From consulting with them, 
delivering projects with them to hosting 
events for them. Whilst I am thankful that a 
number of our initiatives were able to 
continue, and that we were able to adapt 
in certain ways, it is with a heavy heart that 
working with our community in person has 
come to a pause. 

With the ongoing health and financial crisis, 
businesses are struggling, and our 
members are restricted like we’ve never 
seen before. As a charity we will be 
remaining vigilant in the months ahead, but 
on behalf of the Board of Trustees would like 
to thank you our members for continuing to 
support us. We will continue to make a 
difference, and fulfil our purposes for the 
public benefit. 

Amelia Ladbrook
Chairman



Citizenship

A first for the Next Generation Awards

The 2019 final of the citizenship committee’s flagship 
project, the Next Generation Awards (NGAs), took 
place once again in the beautiful setting of Highbury 
Hall. Young people, their teachers and parents, and 
professionals from across Birmingham came together 
for the final which saw four finalist teams presenting 
their ideas to a panel of judges representing the 
private, public and voluntary sectors of our city.

This year, for the first time ever, the judges were so 
impressed that they decided to make Hamstead Hall 
Academy and Oscott Manor School joint winners. The 
teams shared the Newman Prize and a bursary from 
Aston University between them, a combined prize of 
£1700 to get their projects off to a flying start.

Alongside our winners, the judges were so impressed  
with the young people’s projects that Bordesley 
Green Girls’ School & Sixth Form and King Edward 
VI Handsworth School for Girls were also awarded 
prize money, doubled to £400 by the judges. 

Measuring impact

We are also delighted to report the expansion of 
Permission to Smile across the West Midlands. The 
development of this project, and the success of the 
2019 NGAs made it more apparent than ever, that 
the projects undertaken by the committee make an 
impact on our community. In order to measure this 
impact we were awarded a grant from Aston 
University and the committee are currently 
undertaking research on the subject matter. 



Planning

The inaugural Haywood Award

In late 2019, the planning committee announced 
that nominations were open for the inaugural William 
Haywood Award. The Awards’ sub-committee met on 
several occasions to review nominations and it’s no 
exaggeration to say that the fantastic longlist meant 
shortlisting was no easy task! 

From back-to-back housing and historic estates, to 
canal-side developments, all nominations 
demonstrated various aspects of innovation and 
regeneration that make our city special today.

The judges were delighted to give two awards. 
Brindleyplace is the recipient of the Peoples’ Choice 
2020 Haywood award for its progressive and historic 
connections and ability to bring different aspects of 
the city together in one place.

The winner of the Judge’s Award was Peter White 
MBE, former architect for British Waterways, who
passed away in 2018, and who can be credited with 
the revival of the canal network as a place for
leisure, particularly in Birmingham.

Consultations

The planning committee undertakes a huge amount 
of work every year in consulting on appropriate 
applications that have an effect on our public realm. 
Throughout 2019/2020  this included supporting The 
Austin Village Preservation Society, working with the 
heritage committee on the Heritage Strategy 
Consultation. and consultation with planning 
committee members, BCS Trustees, Birmingham City 
Council officers and individuals from the private 
sector on our Terms of Reference.

https://www.birminghamcivicsociety.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/Birmingham-Civic-Society-Planning-Committee-Terms-of-Reference_Public-May-2020.pdf


Heritage

Commemoration

A busy year for our heritage committee has seen Blue 
Plaques erected across the city, commemorating the 
people and the places that have shaped our city.

Several prestigious unveilings took place including 
plaques to Emmy Bridgwater at Birmingham 
Museum and Art Gallery alongside a display of one 
of her paintings, Reverand Thomas Swann minister 
of Canon Baptist Church at at Edgbaston Community 
Centre and to James Watt as part of the bi-centenary 
celebrations. 

In addition we were delighted to welcome a royal 
visitor to unveil the Blue Plaque to Monica Pearce, 
founder of Birmingham St Mary’s Hospice. HRH 
Princess Alexandra visited the hospice to round off 
their 40th anniversary celebrations.

Another high profile Blue Plaque was unveiled by 
West Midlands Mayor Andy Street, commemorating 
the 150th anniversary of the birth of Mahatma Gandhi 
and to recognise his visit to the city.

Collaboration

Thanks to the remarkable support of people in 
Birmingham, elsewhere in Britain and overseas, 
Matthew Boulton’s Baskerville family bible, which was 
due to be auctioned by the Birmingham Assay Office, 
now permanently remains in Birmingham.  A 
consortium consisting of the Baskerville Society, 
Centre for Printing History & Culture (Birmingham 
City University and the University of Birmingham), the 
Cadbury Research Library, Birmingham Museums 
Trust, Birmingham Civic Society and the Lunar 
Society worked incredibly hard to secure the bible.



Birmingham Trees for Life

A busy planting season

This year Birmingham Trees for Life (BTFL) have 
planted 171 large trees, 6 fruit trees and 4850 whips 
(sapling trees). 19 public planting events were able to 
take place, and 20 sites all over the city have 
benefited from new trees. 

The plantings involved 310 children, and events were 
organised with 17 different schools. Although the 
number of plantings was reduced due to the 
restrictions in place towards the end of the season, 
this is an excellent contribution to our city’s green 
agenda.

Working with partners

As an integral part of Birmingham City Council’s
strategy regarding trees, BTFL has played a part in
the city becoming a Tree City of the World. 

They have also worked with the WMCA to promote 
the importance of retaining and planting trees in the
region and took part in the ‘Return to Nature’ Arts
Festival engaging with many new people of all
ages about trees and their importance in our lives.

The Friends of Parks were involved in 4 events,
and other local residents or community groups
were also involved at others. City Councillors took
part in 6 events. Thank you to everyone who has 
been involved.

To read more about BTFL and their work read their 
annual review.

https://btfl.org.uk/files/2020/09/BTFL-Annual-Review-2019-2020.pdf


Public Art

Our aim

The Public Art Committee meets regularly and 
comprises BCS trustees and members, subject 
matter experts and representatives of Birmingham 
City Council and Birmingham Museums Trust.  The 
committee reviews the portfolio of public art and 
makes suggestions for better interpretation of some 
of these and is consulted on city-wide proposals.  

We are represented on the Public Art Gateway Group, 
which was set up by Birmingham City Council in 2012 
by officers from the Culture Commissioning Service 
and Planning and Regeneration Service. The group 
serves as a central mechanism to maintain an 
overview of public art across the city, including 
commissioning. 

We are actively engaged in liaison with the 
Birmingham Big Art Project, which was conceived to 
celebrate the centenary of the Civic Society and is 
planned to go in the main concourse of the Curzon 
Street HS2 Station. 

Engaging with Public Art

Over the past 12 months the Public Art Committee 
has been involved in looking to re-locate the Sir 
Robert Peel statue into the Paradise development in 
the civic quarter, commissioning a condition report 
into the Elan Valley Model in Cannon Hill Park to kick-
start a conservation project, creating an easily 
identifiable meeting point at New Street Station/Grand 
Central and other varied matters, including a 
proposed memorial to Humanitarian Aid Workers, the 
statues of Thomas Attwood, Iron:Man and the 
Boulton, Murdoch and Watt trio due to go back in 
Centenary Square.  



Events

Annual Leader’s Breakfast

A different format to usual, we were grateful to hear 
from our excellent keynote speaker, Councillor 
Brigid Jones, Deputy Leader of BCC. Speaking about 
the city’s transport strategy, responding to climate 
change and other challenges facing the city our 
members were given the opportunity to look forward 
for what was in store for Birmingham.

Cllr Jones began by outlining the city’s intentions to 
become a greener, more sustainable living city. This 
theme was highly appropriate for the venue, as the 
Level 16 Sky Loft of our host Park Regis, offered 
panoramic views across the wider city on a beautiful 
early autumn morning, showing just how green 
Birmingham is. 

Tours and more

Our events calendar may have been stopped in it’s 
tracks due to the lockdown restrictions, however 
alongside our Leader’s Breakfast, Next Generation 
Award finals and tree plantings, we were pleased to 
have the opportunity to work with Blue Badge Guide, 
Ian Jelf, for a spooky walking tour around the city 
centre. Thanks to innovation from Birmingham 
Museum and Art Gallery (BMAG) we were also 
delighted to have guests join us for a virtual tour of the 
gallery from the comfort of their homes.
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